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CHAPTER I. 

On 'the Origin and Obligations of the Sabbath. 

In considering the subject of Sunday News- 
papers, it appeared expedient, in the first in- 
stance, to show both the divine origin, and the 
perpetual obligation, of the Sabbath. The 
formal and elaborate proof of these positions 
hi a more -.extended form, would, - however, 
hardly interest the . generality of readers,-^ 
while to many persons who have been better 
taught, such a statement of evidence would 
happily be wholly- unnecessary. , At the same 
time, as it may be reasonably expected, that a 
writer, whose avowed object is to charge upon 
any particular practice a peculiar violation of 
the Sabbath,) should more or less make good his 
foundation, before he: proceeds with his super- 
structure; I have considered it due to my read- 
ers to abstract the observations of the ex- 
cellent and learned Bishop Hopkins on the 
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2 Bishop Hopkins on the Sabbath. 

fourth commandment, and to add a few remarks 
of Archbishop Leighton, Bishop Hall, Sir Mat- 
thew Hale, and Dr. Johnson, upon the same 
point. These authorities (as every one acquaint- 
ed with the subject will be well aware) might 
without difficulty be greatly multiplied; in- 
deed the testimonies upon the nature and obli- 
gations of the Christian Sabbath which have 
presented themselves to me in the writings of 
the best and wisest authors, both in and out of 
the Church of England, are perfectly over^ 
whelming ; but the fear of prolixity has induced 
me to cqitfiue myself to the few references 
which I have mentioned. It must be obvious, 
that a transcript of the sentiments of the pious 
and learned upon such a subject, would furnish 
materials not for a volume, but. a library. I 
can only regret that the task of a judicious se- 
lection had not devolved upon an abler hand. 

Bishop Hopjcins, in reference to the pri- 
mary institution of the Sabbath in the very iu-r 
fancy of creation *, observes :—" The Sabbath is 

but oqe day younger than man ; ordained fear 

him, in the state of his uprightness and in- 
" nocence, that, his faculties being then hply 

and excellent, he might employ them, especi- 
« ally on that day, in the single and spiritual 

worship of God. his Creator. . 

. < . . .» 

* Genesis, ii. 2, 3, ,. 
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Sabbath of divine and apostolic Institution. 3 

" This command' wds obligatory, even in 
" Paradise itself, in the state of innocency; 
and, therefore, contains nothing in it unwor- 
thy the state of a Christian. 

^ TWe Reasons of the command are all of 
" them moral and perpetual ; and, therefore, 
4 * such is the obligation of it to us Christians. 

" As itie Jewish Sabbath was sanctified, 
" because of the finishing of' the work of crea- 
H tkm, so was the Christian 8abbath r because 
v of thd finishing of > the* work of redemption; 
*f which is of fir greater importance, and there- 
*' fore deserves more to be celebrated than the 
" dther. » Christ sanctified this day by his re- 
<* surrectibn ; * and the Apostles confirmed the 
" observation of it, both by their writings and 
u uniform practice : and it'hati such an i&vio- 
" lable stamp : 4>* divinity upon it, that now it 
<«' is no nbrfe alterable to the end of the world. 

" We • have eiipmi places of "the ScMpture 
. " that the first day of thfe wefck is mentioned as 
^ the stated/ tirae' fob , ChrtetiallS , to meet toge- 
u ther; to preach* tuvbear^ and to break bread 
" in the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Snp£et\ 
u and to perform other duties of religion ; : and 
"this has been 'the const suit and uninterrupted 
" practice of the Chtirth in all ages, from the 
" time of ttian's r^demptfon by the death' fend 
* xhsairactioh of Christ to this very day. • 

^ When tlte other *bc x clays, like the nnre- 
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Origin of Public Warship. 

garded vulgar of the year, were to be em- 
ployed in the low and sordid drudgery of 
earthly affairs; God has raised this seventh 
day from the dunghill, and set it upon the 
throne, appointing it, according to Ignatius's 

phrase, tjjk jSaovA/So*, tv\v Vttmtov rwv ^jutspcdv— 

the prince and. sovereign of days : exempting 
it from all servile works ; and designing it for 
such spiritual and celestial employments, that, 
were it observed according to God's command, 
" eternity itself would not have much advan- 
" tage above it, but only that it is longer: so 
" that, in the circle of the week, the Sabbath is 
"the jewel, the! most excellent and precious of 
"days. God hath appointed it to be the day, 
" whereon he doth especially bless and sanctify 
u us. He doth then especially give out plenti- 
" fill effusions of his Spirit, fills his ordinances 
," with his grace and presence; and we may, 
" with a more confident faith, expect a greater 
" portion of spiritual blessings from him, when 
" both the ordinances and the day too are his, 
" than when, though the ordinances be his, yet 
" the day is ours. 

" He has set it apart for bis worship : and, 
" on it, we ought to set ourselves apart for his 
" worship ; and to be taken up only with those 
" things, which he has either allowed or pre- 
" scribed us. The seventh day is the sabbath 
of the Lord thy God : the six foregoing days 
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Why secular Labour was prohibited. 5 

'■* of the week are yours; and you may dispose 
" of them in the honest works of your calling, 
" as prudence and convenience shall direct : 
" but this day God challenges to himself, as 
" his peculiar portion of our time, because he 
u has ordained it for his worship and service ; 
" and, therefore, it is called his* And when 
" we devote ourselves to his service and wor- 
" ship, meditating on his excellency, magnifying 
" and praising his mercy, and invoking his 
holy name, we then hallow this day, and 
give unto God that which is God's* 
The sanctifying of this day consists, partly, 
" in abstaining from those things, whereby it 
" would be profaned ; and, partly, in the per- 
" formance of those things, which are required 
" of us, and tend to promote the sanctity and 
" holiness of it. 

" God prohibits work ; not that rest and 
" cessation is in itself acceptable to him, or 
" any part of his worship and service; but only 
" because earthly employments are an impedi- 
" ment and distraction to that heavenly frame 
" of spirit, which we ought to maintain in alt 
" the parts and duties of this day. Our mind 
" is so narrow and stinted, that we cannot, at 
" once, attend them and the service of God, 
" with that zeal and fervour that he requires ; 
" and, therefore, that we may be wholly em- 
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6 The Obligation vf Public Worship. 

" ployed in his work, he has taken us off from 



" our own ." 
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After observing that works of piety, neces- 
sity, and charity, may and otight to be done 
on the Sabbath, the Bishop proceeds as ibl- 
lows: " The sanctification of the Sabbath doth 
"especially consist in a diligent and consci- 
" entkms attendance upon all the ordinances 
" of. God/ and t hfe duties of his. worship ; and 
"that,- whether in public, or in private. 

*' Consider what duties you are to he en- 
" gaged in, in ;tha public and solemn worship 
"-Of God J on;4his day : foty in them/ a great 
"and principal part of. the sanctification of it 

" COnSlBtS. ;,.;.•: '.: * ;, 

f K This I (mention, in the first place, as 
" most preferable. For; certainly, as long as, 
" through the mercy of God,, we. have the 
'f public audi free dispensation of the Gospel, 
"we ought nefc to slight nor turn our backs 
"uponAis visiMe communion of the church;' 
"but to honour and own the freedom of the 
Gospel, by our constant attendance on the 
dispensations of' it; lest ^despising the mercy 
" of God in giying them> to us *o publicly, 
a we provoke Imn, at length, most justly to 
" withdraw them. ■ . i - .. 
* The " public, duties necessary to the right 
" sanctifying of the Lord's day, are these : 
" 1st, Prayer, in joining with the minister, 









The Communion of Saints. 7 

" who is our mouth unto God, as well at 
" God's mouth unto us, 

" Though it be the minister alone that 
w speaks, yet it is not the minister alone that 

* prays; but the whole congregation by him, 
« x and with him. What great ^prevaleney then 
" must the united prayers of the Saints* have; 
" when they join interests, and put all the fa- 

* tour, that each of them has at the throne of 
" grace, into one common stock ! When we 
f come to the public prayers, we are not ta 
" come as auditors, but as actors: we have our 

part in them; and every petition, that is 
spread before God, ought to be breathed from 

* our very hearts and souls ; which if we affec- 
" tionately perform, we may have good assur- 
u ance that what is ratified by so many votes 
" and suffrages here on earth, shall likewise be 
K confirmed in heaven. For our Saviour has 
" told us, Matt, xviii. 19, that if two shall agree 

* It is well known that this word is now become a pro- 
verbial term of reproach ; but it may be well if they who use 
it in such a sense, would consider whether their dislike of 
those who are so designated, does not arise from the natu- 
ral opposition of the human mind, in its unrenewed state, 
to Him whose image these despised persons are supposed to 
bear, and from resistance to His authority whose .servants 
they profess to be. " These" (says Cranmer) " are known 
" to God, although the world many times know them not, 
" but hath them in derision and hatred, as it had Christ and 
" his Apostles."— Ammcr to Dr. Smith. 
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8 The' Ordinance of' Preaching. 

" together on- earth, as touching any thing that 
" they shall ask, it shall be done for tjiemyby 
" his Father which is in heaven. 

"> 2dly, Our reverent and attentive heaving 
u of the word of God, either read or preached, 
" is another public duty necessary to the sane* 
" tification of the Sabbath. 
; ."This was observed also in the times of 
" the law, before Christ's, coming into the 
" world: Acts, xv. 21. Moses of old time, hath 
" in every city them that preach him, .being 
" read in the synagogues every Sabbath day; 
" Their synagogues were built for this very 
" purpose. And every town, and almost every 
"village, had one erected in it, as now our 
" churches are: where the people, on the Sab- 
" bath day, assembled together, and had some 
" portion of the law read and expounded to 
" them. Much more ought wb to give our at- 
tendance on this holy ordinance, now, in the 
times of the Gospel; since a greater measure 
of spiritual knowledge is required from us, 
" and the mysteries of salvation are more 
" clearly declared to us. And may that tongue 
" wither, and that mouth be for ever silenced, 
" which shall dare to utter any thing in con* 
" tempt and vilifying of this holy ordinance! 
" For such excellent things are spoken df the 
" preaching of the Gospel, that it is the powei; 
" of God; 1 Cor. i. 18: that it is the salvation 
" of those who believe; v. 21: that it is the 
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Singing of' Psalms.. 9 

sweet savour of the knowledge of God; 
2 Cor. ii. 14 ; that, certainly, whoever dispa- 
rages it, rejects against himself the counsel 
of God, and neglects the only appointed 
" means for the production of faith, and so 
" for the obtaining of eternal salvation; for 
" faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 
" word of God: Rom. x. 17. 

w 3dly, Another public duty pertaining to 
* the sanctifying of the Lord's day, is Singing 
of psalms. 

■ 

For this, day being a festival to God, a 
day of spiritual joy and gladness, how can 
" we better testify our joy, than by our me-^ 
lody ? Is any man merry r says St. James, 
chap. v. 13; let him sing psalms. And, 
therefore, let profane spirits deride this bow 
they please, yet, certainly, it is a most hea- 
venly ai)d spiritual duty, The holy angels, 
" and the spirits of just men in heaven,' are 
" said to sing eternal hallelujahs to the great 
"King: and if our Sabbath be typical of 
" heaven, and the work of the Sabbath repre- 
sents to us the everlasting work of these 
blessed spirits, how can it be better done, 
" than when we are singing forth the praises 
" of Him that sits upon the throne, and of the 
i€ Lamb our Redeemer ? This is to join with 
*' the heavenly choir in their heavenly work ; 
" and to observe a Sabbath here, as like that 
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10 Psalm-singing — Continued. 

f* eternal Sabbath there* as the imperfection 
'* of earth can resemble the glory and perfec- 
" tion of heaven *. 

* I have been unwilling to omit this beautiful passage 
upon psalm-singing, although aware that the very phrase 
which describes that part of divine worship has passed 
into a proverb among the irreligious and unthinking. In 
cases where either prejudice has closed the mind, or licen- 
tiousness tas corrupted it, we cannot wonder that any mo- 
dification of public or domestic worship should excite op* 
position and ridicule; but others who are not of such a 
school, and who may yet honestly entertain some scruples 
respecting the observance of this practice*— though of the 
earliest antiquity in the Christian Church— will not regret 
to see the opinion of such * man as Bishop Hopkins in its 
favour. 

Milton draws a fine picture of the praises of thejirst 
Sabbdth, which may not be thought entirely inapplicable to 
the case in hand— 

" God --------••--•• from work 

» 

• " Now resting, bless'd and hallowM the seventh day, 
« As resting on that day from all his work, 
" But not in silence holy kept ; the harp 
" Had work and rested not, the solemn pipe 
" And dulcimer, all organs of sweet stop, 
" All sounds on fret, by string or golden wire, 
« Temper'd soft tunings, intermix* wth voice 

u Choral or unison ---• 

" So sung they, and the empyrean rung 
" With hallelujahs: thus was Sabbath kept.*' 

Paradise Lost. Book VII. 

Addison observes upon a similar occasion — " Invoca- 
" tions of this nature fill the mind with glorious ideas, and 
« awaken ihat divine enthusiasm, which is so natural to de- 






The Sacrament of ike Lord?* Supper. 11 

" 4thly, Another public duty belonging to 
%t the sanotifying of the Lord's day, is the ad- 
u ministration of the Sacraments, especially 
" that of the Lord's Supper. 

" And therefore it is mentioned, Acts, xx. 
" 7 : Upon the first day of the week, when the 
disciples came together to break bread, that 
is, to partake of the Holy Communion of 
the body and blood of Christ, ftnl preached 
" unto them ; which intimates, that the pri- 
" mary intent of their assemblies was to re- 
i€ ceive the Lord's Supper'; and that, upon oc- 
" casion of this, the Apostle instructed them 
" by preaching. It is most evident, by all the 
" records of the Church, that it was the apo- 
€ f stolic and primitive custom to partake of this 
" most holy ordinance every Lord's day *?, and 
" that their meetings were chiefly designed for 
" this, to which were annexed prayer and 

* preaching. I am afraid, that one of the 
" great bins of our age is not only the neglect 
" ahd contempt of this ordinance by some, but 

* the seldom celebrating it by all. The Apo- 
stle, where he speaks of this holy institution, 
intimates, that T it should be frequently dis- 






" yotion."—Spect. Np. 327. Surely no jober Christian 
suspects Addison of such an enthusiasm as he would not 
gladly possess. 

* «« jTerotnt [adXucinum], and Augustine [ ( 8enn.in 
" Mdnte 12], *wtj-ev*r?day. M .... 






1 2 Domestic. Duties of' the . Sabbath. 

« pensed and participated : I Cor. xi. 26 ; As 
"often as ye eat this bread/ and drink this 
V blip, ye de show forth the Lord's death, till 
" he come." — " Let us consider, then, what dis- 
honour they Reflect upon Christ, who; al- 
though this ordinance be too seldom admi- 
nistered, ydt either totally withdraw them- 
<< selves from it, ,or very rarely partake of it. 
t' I shall no longer insist upon this, but leave it 
" to God and your own consciences. 

" But have you no Sabbath-work to do 
(( after you return from the congregation ' and 
I'-public assemblies? Yes, certainly, the day 
" is not done when the Church dissolves ; the 
" whole of it is holy to the Lord. And, there- 
** fore, when you return every one ,to your 

* families, there are private and family duties* 
" to be performed. 

* € Walks and visits are not to be the evenings 
" work of the Sabbath : but holy and spiritual 

* conferences are then proper; either to bring 
to your remembrance the . truths you before 
have heard, or to engage your own hearts, 
or the hearts of others, to admire and inag- 

" nify God for all his great wonders of provi- 
" dence and redemption. Indeed, if a walk 
u be thus improved, it may be a walk to 
" heaven. So we find the two disciples, who 
on this day were walking to Emmaus, how 
they entertained themselves, and shortened 
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Private Duties of the Sabbath. 13 

their way with spiritual and holy discourses. 
— Luke, xxiv. 13—15, But those, who' have 
" families to look. after, will be best employed, 
" in seeing that those who are. under their 
" charge spend their vacant time of the Salt*- 
"bath in holy exercises; either reading the 
" Scripture* . or giving an account of what 
" truths they have been taught, or joining with 
" them in praises and prayer to God ; or, in- 
" deed, in all of these, in their several courses 
"and order, till night calls for repose, and de- 
livers them over, with a sweet seasoning and 
blessing, to the labours and employments of 
" the ensuing day and week. And, 

"If there be any spare time from these 
public and private duties, then sanctify it by 
entering into your closet; and there unbo- 
som your soul before God in secret prayer, 
spread your requests before him, lay qpen 
your wants and desires* Here, likewise, in 
"secret, meditate on what you have heard; 
"admire the glory of Gqd in bis. works, the 
goodness of God in his providences, the ; in- 
finite mercy of God in his promises. Ce&» 
tainly, meditation is ope great duty of a 
" Sabbath ; without whiph, to hear the. word 
" of God only, is but to eat our meat with* 
"out, masticating it. It is meditation that 
" makes it fit lor. nourishment ; this sucks the 
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14 Archbishop Leighton on the Sabbath : 

"juice and sweetness out of fy incorporates it, 
" and turns it into life and substance. •> - ; 

? Thus, if we endeavour to sanctify the 
"LordVday, the Lord will Aanfctify his day 
" and his ordinances to us; and, by them> con- 
'* vey so much joy and comfort into our souls, 

* that they shall be a temporary heaven to us, 

* and fit is for that eternal Sabbath, where we 
^ shall continually give praise and glory unto 
" Him that sitteth upon the throng, and te the 
u Lamb for ever and e*er*' ~-See Bishop Hop- 
kins's Works* vol- i. p. 41 1 to 432. Edition 
London 1809. ' 

My few extracts from Archbishop Lbighton 
are as follow: 

"Amongst all the visible creatures, it is 
" mati's peculiar excellency, that he; is capable 
rt of considering and' worshipping fair Maker, 
cr and was made for 'that purpose's ;yet being- 
"composed of the dtiat of the earth, and the 

* breath 1 of God, a body and d soul, the ne- 
" eessities of that meaner part; while we are in 
"this life, employ as much, and take up a goeat 
"part of our little tltt^ And ftrthis Regard 
" God hath wisely and grtwiJowtely set apart A 
u day for us, one of etteh &V6*; to be appr- 
opriated to our highest ett^ployment-^tfee cori- 
"templating and sofemri worshipping df his 
cc majesty. -MYe cannot be vacant and entire 
" for spiritual service unless we cease from bo- 









Its Origin and Advantages. 15 

" dily labour i and this cessation from bodily 
" labour catmot be a acetifying of JthSs day 
"unto God, Unless it be accompanied with 
<c spiritual exercise. He that is Lord of tbe 
cc Sabbath, either himself immediately, Or by 
his authority ini his Apostles; appointed that 
day of his. resurrection for our Sabbath, add- 
ing to the remembrance of the first creation; 
" the memorial of accomplishing the new qret 
ation, the worik of our redemption, which 
appeared/ then manifestly to be perfected 
" when our Redeemer , broke the cbaips , of 
"deaths and ajrofte from the grave; He that M 
" the, .light of the . . new towrtd . shining fwth 
" anew tbe ; same day that light .was made in 
" .the former elation, ' , 

" The veiy life of reUgiou doth much de- 
^pend upon the, solemp observation of this 
u day : consider but, if we ^ho«14 intermit the 
keeping of it for one year, to what a height 
profaneness would rise in those that fejar uot 
God* which yet are restrained (though not 
converted) by the preaching of the word and 
their outward partaking of public worship i 
yea, those that are knost spiritual would find 
" themselves losers by the intermission. 
• " This is the loveliest, brightest <fey i»; all 
" the week to a spiritual mind *: these rests re- 
€€ fresh the soul in God,: that fifcd& nothing but 
"turmoil in the creature. Should not this day 
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16 Bishop Mall im*tke Sabbath, 

" be welcome to the soul, that sets it frfce to 

* mind' its own business, which is on other 

* days to attend the business of its servant the 
"body? And these are a certain pledge to it 
« of that expected freedom, when it shall enter 
" into an eternal Sabbath and rest in Hiar for 
'* eveF, who is the only rest of the soul/* — 
Leighton's Works, vol. iv. p. 142 to 148/ Edit. 
London 1806. 

Bishop Hall observes on the Sabbath — 
"The same sun arises on this day, and en- 
Ut lightens it : yet, because that Sun of Rigbte- 
u ousness arose upon it, and gave a new life 
" unto the world in it, and drew the strength 

* of God's moral precept unto it ; therefore, 
" justly do we sing, with the Psalmist, "This 
"is the' day which the Lord hath made. 9 Now, 
" F forget the* World vand, in a sort; myself t 
" arid deal with my ordinary thoughts, as great 
"'mftk use; who, ^t some timefc of their pri- 
u Vacy, 4 forbid the access of all s ukors . Prayer, 
" meditation, reading, hearing, preaching, sing- 
ling, good conference, are : the businesses of 
" this day; which I dare not bestow on any 
" work or pleasure but heavenly. I hate su- 
" perstition on the one side, and looseness < oh 
"the other; but I find it hard to offend in too 
" much devotion ; easy, in profaneness. The 
u whole week ifc sanctified^ by this day ; and, 
" according to -'my 'care ( of this, ifc my blessing 



Sir Matthew Hale am the Sabbaih. 17 

?' on the rest How miserable is the condition 
" of those men, which spend the time as if it 
" were given them, and not lent! as if hoars 
w were waste creatures, and such as should 
" never be accounted for ! as if God would 
" take this for a bill of reckoning, ' Item, spent 
" upon my pleasures forty years. 9 These men 
P shall hereafter find, that no rank can privi- 
'< lege idleness, and that nothing is more pre- 
" cious to God than that which they desire to 
<' oast away — time." — Halls Works, Epistle to 
Lord Denny, Edit. 1808. 

Sir Matthew Halk (says his Biographer 
Bishop Bubnet) « was a strict observer of the 
" Lord's day, in which, besides his constancy 
" in the public worship of God, he used to call 
" all his family together, and repeat to them 
*' the heads of the sermons, with some addi- 
« tions of bis own, which he fitted for their 
" capacities and circumstance* ; and that be- 
"- ing done, he had a custom of shutting him- 
" self up for two or three hours, which he 
" either spent in his secret devotions, or on 
" such profitable meditations as did then occur 
" to his thoughts." 

Let us now hear what this eminent Chris- 
tian Judge Sir Matthew Hale himself says 
on the subject of the Sabbath. 

In a letter to his children, dated 20th Oc- 
tober 1662, he observes, " I have, by long and 
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" sound experience, found, that the due ob- 
" servance of this day, and of the duties of it, 
" has been of singular comfort and advantage 
" to me ; and I doubt not but it will prove so 
*' to you. God Almighty is the Lord of our 
" time, and lends it to us ; and as it is but 
"just we should consecrate this part of that 
" time to bim, so I have found, by a strict and 
" diligent observation, that a due observance 
" of the duty of this day hath ever had joined 
" to it a blessing upon the rest of my time ; 
" and the week that hath been so begun, hath 
" been blessed and prosperous to me : and, on 
" the other hand, when I have been negligent 
" of the duties of this day, the rest of the 
** week has been unsuccessful and unhappy to 
"my own secular employments; so that I 
"could easily make an -estimate of my suc- 
" cesses in my own secular employments the 
" week following, by the manner of my passing 
" of this day ; and this I do not write lightly or 
"inconsiderately, but upon along and sound 
*' observation and experience. 

"In all your speeches or actions of this 
" day, let there be no lightness nor vanity ; use 
"no running, or leaping, or playing, or wrest- 
u ling ; use no jesting, or telling of tales, or 
" foolish stories ; no talk about worldly busi- 
"ness; but let your actions and speech be 
" such as the day is, serious and sacred, tend* 
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Cf ing to learn or instruct in the great business 
" of your knowledge of God and his will, and 
u your own duty. 

Perform all this cheerfully, and uprightly, 
and honestly, and count it not a burden to 
" you ; for assure yourselves you shall find a 
" blessing from God in so doing. And remein- 
" ber it is your father that tells you so, and 
" that loves you, and will not deceive you-; 
" and (which is more than that) remember that 
" the eternal God hath promised, ' If thou 
" turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from 
" doing thy pleasure on my holy day, and call 
" the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, 
" honourable, and shalt honour him, not doing 
" thy own ways, nor finding thine own plea- 
" sure, nor speaking thine own words ; then 
" shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord ; and 
" I will cause thee to ride upon the high places 
" of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage 
" of Jacob thy father ; for the mouth of the 
" Lord hath spoken it * ." 

In another letter, dated 20th May follow- 
ing, he writes, " Be strict and religious ob- 
servers of the Lord's day; resort to your 
parish-church twice that day, if your health 
will permit, and attend diligently and reve- 
rently to the public prayers and sermons. 

* Isaiah) lviii. IS, 14. 
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" He cannot reasonably expect a blessing from 
" God, the rest of the week, that neglects his 
" duty to God in the due consecration of this 
(f day, to the special service and duty to God 
* which this day requires." 

I next advert to the testimony of Dr. John- 
son, who observes, in his Life of Milton, " Re- 
" ligion, of which the rewards are distant, 
u and which is animated only by faith and 
" hope, will glide by degrees out of the mind, 
" unless it be invigorated and re-impressed by 
" external ordinances, by stated calls to wor- 
" ship, aad the salutary influence of example." 

In reference to the signal blessing which 
the Sabbath has conferred upon the world at 
large, the same great moralist has, in his cele- 
brated paper in the Rambler upon Sunday, 
transferred to the Sabbath, by a happy applica- 
tion, the sentiment of Horace in reference to 
Augustus: 

*• vultus ubi tuu* 

" AJFulsit populo, gratior it dies, 
" St soles melius nitent." - - - - 
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CHAPTER II. 

The Sabbath considered as an Object of human 

Policy. 

Sued are the authorities which have more im- 
mediately occurred respecting the divine obli- 
gation and moral advantages of the Sabbath. 
I\eW as they ate, it may be doubted whether 
they who find them insufficient would be con- 
cluded by a far greater number, it being pro- 
bable that the defect in such a case, as in other 
similar cases, does not lie so much in the na- 
ture of the evidence adduced, as in the state of 
the mind to which it is submitted. AH, how- 
ever, who hold the authenticity of a revelation 
from heaven, and consider themselves as re- 
sponsible creatures, will perhaps hardly require 
a more elaborate detail upon the higher or re- 
ligious branch of the argument. I shall, there- 
fore, now advert to the political part of the 
question, and consider how far it concerns us a& 
a nation to honour and observe the Sabbath. 

If it be once conceded, that the Almighty 
as a sovereign, has a right to command, the in- 
ference will be immediate, that he has a right 
to punish for disobedience. Now, nations can 
only be punished, as nations, in the present 
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world ; and therefore, in addition to individual 
corrections for sin, there are, and ever have 
been, national judgments for it ; such was the 
awful destruction which involved the ancient 
world, when " all the fountains of the great 
" deep were broken up, and the windows of 
" heaven were opened, and all flesh died that 
" moved upon the earth, and Noah only re- 
" mained alive, and they that were with him 
" in the ark." Such was the frightful visit- 
ation of Sodom and Gomorrah, when " the 
" Lord rained upon them brimstone and fire 
" out of heaven, and overthrew those cities, 
" and all the inhabitants, and that which 
€€ grew upon the ground." Such were the 
multiplied plagues which overtook the most 
ancient infidel on record, who resisted the re- 
peated commands of God in reference to his 
chosen people, and after experiencing an unpa- 
ralleled succession of judgments, perished mi- 
serably in the midst of his rebellion. Such was 
no doubt the provocation of the original na- 
tions of Canaan, and such the just and righ- 
teous vengeance consequent upon it, which 
(however misrepresented and derided by mo- 
dern infidels, as inconsistent with the character 
of the Almighty) in no way derogates from the 
honour of God, or stands opposed to his perfec- 
tions ; there being, as the ablest theologians 
have shown, nothing more extraordinary ia 
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men being appointed the instruments of the 
Almighty for the punishment of wickedness 
by the calamity of war; than that the natu- 
ral elements of fire and water, or the evils 
of pestilence and earthquake, should be com* 
missioned to produce a similar effect by differ- 
ent means; indeed, the worst calamity which 
can befall transgressors upon earth, falls in- 
finitely short, after all, of that eternal punish- 
ment which we profess to believe, awaits the 
impenitent in a future state ; and yet in refer- 
ence even to this result, we must needs ex- 
claim in the language of Scripture, " True and 
" righteous are thy judgments, thou Lord of 
" Hosts ; w — " Who is he that contendeth with 
" his Maker? shall not the Judge of all the 
" earth do right?" 

Of a nature analogous with these examples 
were the judgments which overtook the people 
of God themselves when they departed from him, 
and became idolaters like the heathen nations 
that were about them. So far from receiving any 
license to sin on account of their divine call, they 
were obliged by it to greater purity, in proportion 
to their increased light. As early as the govern- 
ment of Joshua, the declaration was, " When 
« ye have transgressed the covenant of the Lord 
" your God, which he commanded you, and have 
" gone and served other gods, and bowed your- 
" selves to them ; then shall the anger of the 
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" IiOrd be kindled against you, and ye shall 
" perish quickly from off the good land which 
M he hath given unto you," (Ch. xriii. ver. 16.) 
This denunciation of wrath was literally fulfil* 
led, and the subsequent prophecy as to the dis- 
persion of that people through all lands, on 
their filling up the measure of their iniquities 
in rejecting the Saviour, has been accomplish- 
ing to the present hour, and is even now visibly 
executing before our eyes. * The Jews them* 
" selves/' says Addison, " are the depositaries 
" of all the prophecies which tend to their own 
" confusion.** It is further remarkable, in re* 
ference to their case, that as the observance of 
the Sabbath was, through every period of their 
history, pointedly made the peculiar test of their 
obedience, so the incessant calamities which 
followed its violation, give considerable force to 
the example which they are calculated td afford 
in this particular *. They were the first to re- 

* It would be endieas to cite passages in proof of this 
point ; a few may suffice ; " Ye bring wrath on Israel by 
" profaning the Sabbath" (Neh. xiii. 18) ; " They polluted 
" my Sabbaths ; then 1 said, I would pour out my fury upbn 
« them** (Bsek. xx. 91) ; « As long as the land lietfc deso- 
« late, it shall rest'' (be vitham? cultivation), « hecayst * did 
« notrest in your Sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it;" — << They 
" have defiled my sanctuary, and profaned my Sabbaths ;' 
— " I will bring up a company upon them, and will give 
" tiieiki to be removed and spoited;**— (Ezefc xxiii.iB, 46.) 
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ceive the divine command with blessings an- 
nexed to its performance* and curses denounced 
cm its violation. It was their chief preservative 
from the heathenism of surrounding nations, 
and the distinctive mark of the divine presence 
and favour. — " I gave them my Sabbaths to be 
" a sign between me and them* that they might 
" know that I am the Lord that sanctify them." 
(Ezek. xx. 12.) When they ceased to hallow 
the Sabbath, they no longer possessed the best 
evidence of their connexion with their heavenly 
Father* nor did they continue to enjoy one of 
the principal means of sanclification. " Now 
these things happened unto them for en* 
samples : and they are written for our admo- 
nition upon whom the ends of the world are 
come." (1 Cor. x. 11.) 
The Old Testament supplies numerbro in* 
stances of the subversion of thhmes and the 
foil of empires as a consequence of rebellion 
against God. From the fete of Saul, who loM 
Ins kingdom and fane life, as the reward df 
his disobedience^ down to the signal humilia- 
tion of Nebuchadnezzar, and the sudden over- 
throw of his Son Bekhazzar* we find many 
intermediate proofs that " the Most High God 
" ruleth in the kingdom of men, and that he 
" appointeth over it whomsoever he will." (Dan. 
v, 21,) The dfestructioa of the Chaldean empire 
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— of the kingdom of the Medes and Persians— 
of the Macedonian or Grecian empire — and, 
finally, of the Roman empire, are so many dis- 
tinct confirmations of Holy Writ. The whole 
of ancient prophecy, so far as it is connected 
with the government of the world, from the 
Babylonish captivity downwards, is one conti- 
nued denunciation of wrath upon guilty and 
apostate nations ; " Is there evil in the city, 
" and the Lord hath not done it?" • 

Under the New Testament dispensation, 
we have manifest notices of the just judgments 
of God against sinners, from the terrible ex- 
ample of the whole Jewish nation, which has 
been already noticed, down to the striking in- 
stance of the fall of a single monarch, in the 
case of Herod, who was smitten, as we are 
assured on the authority of inspiration, by 
an angel, and gave up the ghost, although to 
ordinary bystanders and spectators the in- 
strumentality employed on that occasion was 
doubtless invisible and unknown. In reference 
to the rejection of the Jews, and the callings of 
the Gentiles, the reason of the divine procedure 
appears manifest " The kingdom of God shall 
" be taken from you, and given to a nation 
" bringing forth the fruits thereof." (Matt. xxi. 
43.) It is further declared, that it should be 
more tolerable in the day of judgment for the 
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ancient cities of Tyre and Sidon, which had 
been overthrown by sin, and even for Sodom 
and Gomorrah, than for those cities in which 
the miracles of the Saviour had been exhibited 
in vain (Matt. x. 15; and xi. 21) ; and the re- 
markable removal of the golden candlestick of 
the Gospel from the whole of the seven churches 
of Asia, is full of instruction upon the subject, 
and speaks, in language too plain to be misun- 
derstood, to every existing Church of Christen- 
dom, which has fallen from its first faith or its 
first love, " Repent, or else I will come quickly, 
" and remove thy candlestick out of his place." 
— " He, then, that hath ears to hear, let him 
" hear." 

If, indeed, it be permitted us to reason 
analogically, in reference either to the Church 
or the world, through that period of their 
history which has succeeded to the close of 
the canon of Holy Writ, we must either sup- 
pose the divine government of both, so far as 
respects temporal rewards and punishments, to 
have entirely ceased, or we must at least admit 
the strong probability, that national piety is yet 
more or less honoured with the exercise of the 
divine favour, and national transgression still 
visited with the infliction of divine vengeance. 
An opposite opinion is certainly by no means 
in harmony with the whole tenour of Sacred 
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Writ ; and supposes nothing less than such an 
indifference on the part of the Supreme Being, 
in reference to the government of his own 
world, as appears rather to belong to the theory 
of the ancient Stoics, than to the creed of pro- 
fessed Christians. 

It has indeed been no uncommon thing for 
the historian of every age and nation to refer the 
overthrow of empires to the influence of luxury; 
in the silent but certain operation of which na- 
tural cause, he finds, or professes to find, an 
adequate solution for every difficulty connected 
with the rise and fall of nations. There can be 
no other objection to the use of the word lux- 
ury, than that it tends to keep out of sight the 
great moral evil of sin, and to divert the atten- 
tion of mankind from the primary cause of 
national and public affliction. The testimony, 
however, of the secular historian to the fact, that 
profligate expenditure and general corruption 
are indissolubly connected with the decay and 
ruin of states, is of no mean importance. We 
will not quarrel with him for a name, while he 
establishes (however unwittingly) so much of 
our argument. 

I apprehend that we are not left without 
certain indications of the continued agency 
of the moral Governor of the universe, even 
in modern times; since the terrible example 
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of the French Revolution, which has happened 
under our own eyes, sufficiently demonstrates 
the fatal consequences of a nation disavowing 
religion, and denying its Divine Author, and 
indisputably establishes the close connexion 
which subsists between national guilt and 
national suffering. It will be fresh in the 
recollection of most of my readers, that at the 
same time when infidel France decreed man to 
be an irresponsible agent, she effaced the Sab- 
bath from the calendar, as a necessary part of 
her quarrel with Him who bestowed that bless- 
ing upon his creatures; and thus far the unbe- 
lievers and regicides of the French nation were 
consistent with their own nefarious scheme of 
policy, having permanently recorded for the 
benefit of all other nations, their decided con- 
viction that the surest way to obliterate all 
traces of religion and all sense of responsibility 
from the human mind, is to break down the 
barrier which the Sabbath opposes to the career 
of infidelity, rebellion, and vice. " Wiser in 
" their generation than the children of light, - 
they felt, that if they could once sueceed in pro- 
ducing the general desecration of this holy day, 
their work was done; they did succeed to a 
considerable* extent, and we know tile result. 

If we Reverse this picture for a moment, we 
•hall find that as * sin is a reproach to any 
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" people/ so " righteousness exalteth a nation." 
This fact is in unison with the divine declara- 
tion, " Them that honour me, I will honour; 
" but they that despise me shall be lightly 
" esteemed/' The reward promised on the ob- 
servance of the Sabbath is as explicit as is the 
punishment denounced on its violation. " Bless- 
ed is the man that keepeth the Sabbath from 
polluting it." (Is. Ivi. 2.) See also that re- 
markable promise quoted by Sir M. Hale in p. 
19, from Isaiah lviii. 13 ; to which may be added: 
Every one that keepeth the Sabbath from 
polluting it, and taketh hold of my covenant, 
even them will I bring to my holy mountain, 
" and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 
" their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall 
" be accepted upon mine altar." Is. Ivi. 6. 

These plain intimations of rewards and pu- 
nishments even in the present life, as consequent 
upon the observance or breach of the Sabbath, 
have not been overlooked by those human legis- 
lator who have desired the favour of God, re- 
garded their own security, or tendered the happi- 
ness of their people. The Ancient History of 
Rollin affords abundant instances of the impiety 
and folly of attempting to exclude the Almighty 
from the supreme place in the veneration and af- 
fection of his rational creatures, of forgetting and 
deserting Him whom to know is life eternal, and 
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whom to serve is perfect freedom. The whole 
evidence of human experience confirms the di- 
vine declarations respecting the vast importance 
of religions worship and observances in any 
system of policy; in unison with which, that 
eminent statesman Lord Bacon observes in his 
Essays, " A king must make religion the rale of 
" government ; and that king that holds not 
" religion the best reason of state, is void of 
" all piety and justice — the best supporters of 
" a king." The observations of the celebrated 
Blackstone are remarkably in point, in refer- 
ence to the Sabbath as a question of civil and 
political jurisprudence. " Profanation of the 
" Lord's day/ 9 says he, " is an offence against 
" God and religion, punished by the municipal 
u law of England* For, besides the notorious in- 
" decency and scandal, of permitting any secu- 
" dar business to be publicly transacted on that 
" day, in a country professing Christianity, and 
M the corruption of morals which usually follows 
" its profanation, the keeping one day in seven 
" holy, as a time of relaxation and refreshment, 
" as well as for public worship, is of admirable 
" service to a state, considered merely as a civil 
<€ institution. It humanizes, by the help of con- 
" versation and society, the manners of the 
" lower classes ; which would otherwise dege- 
" nerate into a sordid ferocity and savage self- 
" ishness of spirit: it enables the industrious 
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" workman to pursue his occupation in the flfl- 
u suing week with health and cheerfulness; and 
" it imprints on the minds of the. people that 
" sense of their duty to God, so necessary to 
"make them good citizens; hut which yet 
" would be worn out and defaced by an unre- 
" niitted continuance of labour, without aqy 
" stated times of recalling them to the wor- 
u ship of their Maker/ 9 After which he enume- 
rates the different laws upon the subject; from 
the reign of Athelstan : — vide Commentaries, 
Book 4. ch. 4. s. 9. 

The value and necessity of the Sabbath, both 
collectively and individually, is thus stated by 
that great philosopher and politician Locke : 
ff Besides his particular cftlling for the support 
6 f of life, every one," says he, « has a concern 
** in a future life, which he is bound to look 
" aftet\ This engages his droughts in religion; 
" and here it mightily lies upon him to under- 
f * stand and reason right. Men therefore om- 
" not he excused from understanding the weeds, 
and framing the general notions relating to, 
refigion, right, Thb ohd pay in sbvkn, be* 
" sides other days of rest, allows in the Chris- 
* tiaa world tiipe enough for tibia (bad they no 
* other idle hours), if they would but make use 
'< of these vacancies from their daily lahow, 
and apply themsehres to a» improvement of 
knowledge with as much diligence n they 









Dr. Foley on the Sabbath. 33 

" often do to a great many other things that 
" are useless." — Conduct of the Understanding, 
s. 8. 

In reference also to the Sabbath as a provi- 
sion of mercy, both for man and beast, we must 
not omit the observations of Paley. " That in- 
" terval of relaxation which Sunday affords to 
" the laborious part of mankind, contributes 
" greatly to the comfort and satisfaction of 
" their lives, both as it refreshes them for the 
€€ time, and as it relieves their six days* labour 
" by the prospect of a day of rest always 
approaching ; which could not ' be said of 
casual indulgences of leisure and rest, even 
were they more frequent than there is rea- 
son to expect they would be, if left to the dis- 
cretion or humanity of interested task-mas- 
ters. Besides, holydays, which come seldom 
and unexpected, are unprovided, when they 
do come, with any duty or employment ; and 
" the manner of spending them being regulated 
by no public decency or established usage, 
they are commonly consumed in rude, if not 
criminal, pastimes, m stupid sloth, or brutish 
intemperance. Whoever considers how much 
" sabbatical institutions conduce, in this re- 
" spect, to the happiness and civilization of the 
" labouring classes of mankind, and reflects 
" how great a majority of the human species 
" these classes compose, will acknowledge the 
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94 Sabbath no politieal Loss,. 

" Utility of this distinction; and will conse- 
" queatly perceive it to be every man's duty 
" to npbold the observation of Sunday. 

" Nor is there any thing lost to the com- 
** munity, by the intermission of public in- 
" du&try one day in the week. For, in ooun- 
" tries tolerably advanced in population, and 
" tbe arts of civil life, there h always enough 
* of human labour, and to spare. The diffi- 
4f culty is not so much to procure, as to employ 
" it. The addition of the seventh day's labour 
" to that of tbe other six, would have no other 
" .effect than to reduce the price. The labourer 
" himself, who deserved and suffered most by 
the change, would gain nothing. 

Sunday, by suspending many public di- 
versions, and the ordinary rotation of employ- 
ment, leaves to men of all ranks and profes- 
sions, sufficient leisure, and not more than 
" what is sufficient, both for the external offices 
of Christianity, and the retired, bat equally 
" necessary, duties of religious meditation and 
^ inquiry. It is true, that many do not eon- 
vert their leisure to this purpose ; but it is of 
moment, and is all which a public constitution 
" can effect, that to every one be allowed tbe 
opportunity. 

" They whose humanity embraces the whole 
sensitive creation, will esteem it no inconsi- 
" tkrable recommendation of a weekly return 
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His present Majesty's Proclamation. 85 

w of public rest, that it affords a respite tcr the 
n toil of brutes. Nor can we omit to recount 
" this amongst the uses which the divine 
" Founder of the Jewish Sabbath expressly de- 
" signed by the institution." — Haley's Moral 
Philosophy, book iv. chap. 6. 

The obligation of the divine command and 
the validity of these reasonings of the wise arid 
the good, have been recently and fully recog- 
nized by the first authority in the land, in a 
document which is of no mean importance to 
my argument. The Proclamation issued by His 
present Majesty on his accession to the Throne, 
w for the encouragement of piety and virtue, 
9€ and for the preventing and punishing of vice, 
" profaneness, and immortality," is abundantly 
in point. The following are extracts from it. 

"We, considering that it is an indispensable 
u duty on ns to be careful, above all other 
H things, to preserve arid advance the honour 
* c and service of Almighty God, and to discou- 
" rage and suppress all vice, profaneness, and 
" immorality, which are so highly displeasing 
" to God, so great a reproach to our reHgfioh 
" and government, and have so* fatal a tend- 
w ency to the corruption of many, and (if not 
€€ timely remedied) may justly draw down the 
4i -divine vengeance on us and our kingdom : We 
" also humbly acknowledging that we cannot 
" expect the blemtig and goodness of Almighty 
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36 Proclamation against Vice and Immorality : 

God (by whom kings reign) to make oar 
reign happy and prosperous, without a reB- 
" gions observance of God's holy laws ; to the 
" intent, therefore, that religion and piety may 
" flourish and increase under our administra- 
" tion, we hereby declare our royal purpose 
" and resolution to discountenance and punish 
" all manner of vice, profaneness, and im- 
morality, in all persons of whatever degree 
or quality, within our realm ; and do hereby 
require and command them to attend the 
worship of God on every Lord's day, on pain 
of our highest displeasure, and of being 
proceeded against with the utmost rigour of 
" the law. And we strictly charge and com- 
" mand all judges, mayors, sheriffs, justices of 
" thepeace, and other officers, both ecclesiastical 
" and civil, to be very vigilant and strict in the 
" discovery and effectual prosecution andpunish- 
" ment of all persons who shall be guilty of 
" profanation of the Lords day, or other disso- 
" lute, immoral,, or disorderly practices ; and to 
" put in execution the statute intitled, € An Act 
" for the better Observation of the Lord's Day/ 
u and all other laws now in force for the punish- 
" ing and suppressing any of the vices aforesaid ; 
" and also to suppress and prevent all gaming 
. " whatever, in public or private houses, on the 
" Lord's Day; and likewise that they take effec- 
" tual care to prevent all persons keeping ta- 
" verns, coffee-houses, or other public houses, 
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« 

" from selling wine, coffee, ale, beer, or other 
" liquors, or receiving, or permitting guests to 
" be in their houses in the time of divine ser- 
€€ vice on the Lord's day, as they will answer it 
" to Almighty God, and upon pain of our 
" highest displeasure." 

The above Proclamation is nothing less than 
a solemn and public recognition, from the 
Throne, of the great fundamental principles of 
all just government; accompanied by an ex- 
plicit avowal of the absolute necessity of the 
divine protection and blessing, and a depreca- 
tion of the fearful consequences of national 
transgression, as necessarily involving national 
calamity. 

The Proclamation has also a prominent 
bearing upon the question of the sabbath, and 
the indispensable duty of public worship ; it 
protests against the profanation of that holy 
day, whether in public or private, and pre- 
scribes a more vigilant execution of the laws 
which have been passed for preventing its vio- 
lation. Notwithstanding the concurrent voice 
of sacred and human authority, of legislative 
enactment and royal edict, it is painful to reflect 
how large a proportion of the people of this pro- 
fessedly Christian land, notoriously commit the 
grossest violation of the day; employ it for 
purposes of business, or pleasure, or both ; re- 
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serve it for travelling*, trifle it away in visiting- 
or idleness, and mope especially, do constantly 
and systematically neglect attendance upon di- 
vine worship, and all other means of religious 
or moral edification. 

Next in evil to the complete renuncia- 
tion of the sanction and duties of the day is 
the relaxed observance of it, which, although 
more particularly obtaining in countries pro- 
fessing the Roman Catholic religion, is? by no? 
means confined to. other shores. On the ceiMfc- 

* It is not among the least of the public offences 
against the Sabbath, that far too many of the Judges of the 
land are in the habit of travelling upon that day, both hi 
going to, and returning from the Assizes ; a practice, wfauril 
not only obliges other official persons connected with them 
to violate the day also, but operates adversely in the way of 
example upon the several Barristers, Solicitors, and Wit- 
nesses, who have business on the different circuits ; while it 
is nothing less than a public scandal upon the religious 
profession of the land, in every town and village which 
is called to witness such an indecorous custom* 

It is confidently hoped and believed, that the slightest 
reflection on the part of these venerable and distinguished 
personages, not more exalted by their rank, than esti- 
mable by their worth, will convince them of the import- 
ance of attention to their conduct in this particular* The 
errors of a private person (says Mr* Burkitt) are like the. 
defects of a pocket watch, which only affect an individual ; 
but when persons in eminent stations are inattentive to 
public duties, it is like the town clock' going wrong. It 
misleads a JvuhitudV. 
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ad lit, it is well known that even among thote 
persons wh« honour the Sabbath with some 
external regards., the attendance at morning; 
hm8b is* considered a sufficient instance of self- 
denial^ as a compensation for which, a greater 
latitude appears to be observed through the 
whole remainder of the day, when cards, 
music, dancing, festive entertainments, public 
promenading, fireworks, and even the theatre 
itself*, absorb the entire residue of the saoreA 
hoars* 

Together lie her Pray'r Book and her paint, 
At once f' improve the sinner and the saint. 

Such a system of satisfying the conscience, 
with the opiate of a formal attendance upon 
public worship, arises from a completely in- 
adequate sense of the purposes for which we 
must suppose the day was ordained ; the great 
object of the divine appointment of the Sab** 
bath appearing to be the withdrawal of the 
heart, both from the harden of secular busi- 
ness, and the fascination of worldly pleasures;? 
the improvement of the soul in holiness and 
virtue;, the cultivation of a devotional spirit; 
the preparation of the whole man for the hour 

* The author, when in Paris, observed the- ascent of 
fireworks and fire balloons in all quarters, while no fewer 
than twenty* tftemtte* wgre open on that evening; 
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of death, and the day of judgment ; and the 
commencement even here on earth of that di- 
vine and spiritual life, for whose perfect con- 
summation in a higher state of being, we pro- 
fess as Christians to be looking and waiting. 

It will not, however, be just to our bre- 
thren of the Romish communion not to admit 
with shame and sorrow, that even in this Pro- 
testant country, where we enjoy a clearer light, 
and possess the highest privileges, our conduct 
neither keeps pace with our duty, nor our ad- 
vantages. In what a vast majority of instances 
where the partial observance of the Sabbath is 
not wholly renounced, is there reason to fear 
that the attention bestowed upon it, as a spiri- 
tual ordinance, is equally superficial, and the 
advantage derived from it, as such, equally 
problematical. 

If we look to the higher circles of society, 
we shall find that the ride in the Park com- 
monly succeeds to the first and only religious 
service of the day, which again is followed by 
the same worldly gratifications, that solicit and 
obtain indulgence on every other day of the 
week. It was certainly a painful evidence of 
the state of manners among the great, when on 
the 5th day of June last (1820) the Editor 
of the New Times announced the following 
among the parties for the ensuing week : 
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" SATURDAY. 



Lady Castlereagh's supper after the 
Opera 



• junu 



" SUNDAY. 



" The Ambassador of the Netherlands se- 
" cond grand entertainment." 

" The Countess of Carnarvon's music." 
" Earl Bathurst's grand entertainment." 
" Lord Holland's grand entertainment." 
The Editor of the Morning Chronicle also, 
on the 7th of June last, communicated the 
following information : 

" The Count and Countess St. Antonio 
gave a grand dinner on Sunday last, in Han- 
over Square, to Prince Liechtenstein, Prince 
and Princess Esterhazy, Prince Francavilla, 
Prince Sapicha, Earl of Glengall, Viscount 



u 
(( 



* It is sufficiently well known that the Saturday's 
Opera terminates very little, if at all, before the morning of 
Sunday; consequently, a supper which succeeds to the 
Opera, is in point of fact a Sunday entertainment ; and al- 
though the particular portion of time devoted to this ban- 
quet, and its accompaniments, is that part of the Sabbath 
morning which is consumed by others in sleepy it is yet ob- 
vious that such persons as employ it in festivity must, in 
order to sleep at all, be obliged to invade those hours 
of public worship, which peculiarly distinguish this day 
from the other days of the week. How far this undisguised 
contempt for the national institutions of religion be correct 
or seemly in any of the upper rank of society, morej es- 
pecially in those who bear rule in the state, is well worthy 
their consideration. 
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" and Viscountess. Granville, and Baron de 
" Neumann. In the evening** concert* of vocal 
" and instrumental music was held in the great 
" saloon. The Opera corps, and the Demoi- 

* settts de Lihu *, were present." 

In the New Times of Saturday, Jtroe Nftb, 
1820, we also read: 

" The Marquis of Eausdowne gives a grand 
" entertainment to-morrow [Sunday]' to a 
u large party of distinguished' personages at 
a Eansdowne House.'* 

" Lord Carrington gives a grand entertain- 

* ment to-morrow [Sunday] to a party of dis- 

* tfnction at his houses Whitehall." 

iC The Dowager Countess of Clonmel has 

* issued cardft of invitation for a grand as- 
sembly to-morrow [Sunday] evening at her 
" house in Portman Square." 

*The Honourable James Abercromby* 
" M. P. has issued cards of invitation for ai* 
" elegant entertainment on the 1 8th instant 
« [Sunday], at his house in New Street, Spying- 
<* Gardens.*^ 

In the New Times of tflStli June 1820, we 
read: 

" SUNDAY NEXT. 

" The Marchioness of Salisbury's! co*yw* 
santase; Arlington Stteet." 

* Public singers who attend parties for raauiaeration; 



«* 



« 
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" Viscountess Hampden's party! Green 
u Street," 

" SUNDAY LAST. 

" Princess Esterhazy entertained a target 
" party of distinguished fashionables at Chan- 
" dos House, Cavendish Square," 

" * The Dowager Countess of Clonmei bad 
" ar* elegant assembly in Portraau Square." 
* The Marquis and Marchioness of Laosr 
downe gave a superb entertainment to Hia 
Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex* Hi& 
Royal Highness the Duke, of Gloucester* 
Prince Leopold, Sec. &c. &c." 
" * The Ambassador of the Netherlands* 
" gave an elegant entertainment to, a. distin~ 
" guished party at his. house in Whitehall 
" Placed 

" The Marchioness of Salisbury's eonver- 
" sazione was attended by a very elegant a*- 
" semblage of distinguished fashionables." 

Sir John and Lady Harrington entertain- 
ed a party of fashionables in Berkley Square." 
Mr. and Mrs. £gerton entertained a* dis~ 
tinguished party at their house la St. James's, 
" Square," 

* These parties had been all announced 1 the* week ftefbre 
thqr terife place. They are; however; here noticed again, b*t> 
cause it is apprehended: tbatr the repetittOA inr different; 
weeks of such offensive? matter,, ia a douSki affront to aajf 
nation which has not cast off the public profession of reli- 
gion, 



u 
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The offence thus committed by persons of 
rank against the divine commandment, and 
the contempt displayed by them for public opi- 
nion, at a moment of peculiar anxiety and 
alarm, cannot be sufficiently deplored. 

If we turn to the middle and lower classes 
of society, we shall find, whether from the in- 
fluence of example in their superiors, or from 
the increase of our connexion with the con- 
tinent, that at no preceding period was there 
ever so great a number of shops open through 
the Sabbath-day, or such a general turn for 
levity and dissipation exhibited in various 
shapes on that day, as at the present moment. 
Let some peculiar duty of charity or necessity 
occasion the absence from morning service, of 
any one of my readers who is in the constant 
habit of attending public worship, and he will 
understand and feel the force of this observ- 
ation, far better than it can be conveyed 
in terms. 

The further profanation of the day by the 
travelling of stage-coaches, not only in and 
about the metropolis, but throughout the coun- 
try, without any reserve, or even the forms of de- 
cency, is another practice of increasing extent ; 
but as I have perhaps already been detained 
too long from my main subject, I hasten to 
notice it in the succeeding chapter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Sunday Newspapers considered in reference to 
their religious and national Evils. 

In contemplating the general question of the 
profanation of the Sabbath among ourselves, 
there appeared to the writer of these pages to 
be few things which had so largely contributed 
to the crime of Sabbath-breaking, during the 
last thirty years, as the existence of the system 
of Sunday Newspapers ; and he was accordingly 
induced to compress his thoughts upon the 
subject into a short Address, of which a copy 
has been sent to every Member of both Houses 
of the present Parliament. 

The Address is giyen below, and it is pro- 
bable that a few observations upon it, in detail, 
may still further elucidate its contents. 



" SUNDAY NEWSPAPERS. 



" It can hardly fail to strike the most su- 
perficial observer, that the present condition of 
the country presents an afflicting aspect— the 
principles of infidelity and irreligion on the one 
hand, and of disloyalty and sedition on the 
other, having been very generally and successfully 

4 



46 Brief Address on Sunday Newspapers. 

diffused throughout the nation. In endeavour- 
ing to ascertain the origin of such a state of 
things, the general profanation of the Sabbath, 
which is now so prevalent, and which has re- 
cently been adverted to in His Majesty's Pro- 
clamation, may assuredly be ranked among the 
principal causes of the evils we deplore, while 
it is to be apprehended that nothing has had so 
obvious and powerful an effect in extending the 
violation of the Sabbath as the whole system 
of Sunday Newspapers : it appearing that of 
the papers at present published in London on 
the Sunday, there are circulated, on the lowest 
estimate^ 45,000 copies, and that, upon the 
most moderate computation, between 2 and 
300,000 readers of these papers are to be found 
in the metropolis alone ; while the great num- 
ber of pressmen, distributors, master-venders, 
hawkers, and subordinate agents of both sexes, 
and of all ages, who are necessarily employed 
on the Sabbath, all tend to the most flagrant 
breach of the day of rest. 

" It must be obvious that the traffic in ques- 
tion, and its necessary consequences, are emi- 
nently calculated to interfere with the religious 
instruction which id furnished by the State, and 
is now intended to be more amply provided for 
by the erection of new Churches ; many per- 
sons, both as venders and readers of these pa- 
pers, being induced to absent themselves alto- 
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gether from public worship ; tfhile the irreli- 
gious and secnlar spirit, which is excited or 
fomented by the perusal of these papers on the 
day of sacred rest, tends to weaken the effect, 
and prevent the advantages, of religions in- 
struction, even in those cases where it is re- 
ceived. 

" By means of the Sunday Newspapers, the 
public-houses, and other places of public re* 
sort in and about the metropolis, are enabled 
to present an inducement which leads to the 
most extensive violation of the Sabbath ; while 
passengers are invited, by the blowing of horns, 
and by large posting-bills (often of the worst 
Character and tendency), to become purchasers 
of these papers — evils which, although inse- 
parably connected with their sale, have consi- 
derably tended to increase the original mischief 
arising from this source. 

* It is, further, matter of notoriety, that 
many of the papers which are published on the 
Sunday, openly promulgate such doctrines as 
are inimical to the existence of all lawful au- 
thority ; tend to excite resistance to such au* 
thority in every shape; and propagate, without 
reserve, the principles of disloyalty and sedi- 
tion — and it is apprehended, that until this 
particular violation of the Sabbath had become 
so general in this professedly Christian metro- 
polis, the doctrines of infidelity and insuberdi- 
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nation had not become so prevalent, nor had 
the press, before that period, lent itself so ex- 
tensively to the diffusion of sentiments calcu- 
lated at once to impair the veneration which is 
due to the Almighty, and to weaken the alle- 
giance which belongs to the Sovereign. 

" It is presumed that, to every well-consti- 
tuted mind, any attempt to prove the obligation 
and importance of the Sabbath, whether in a 
religious or political point of view, must be al- 
together superfluous. Such persons will scarce- 
ly require to be reminded, that a proper ob- 
servance of the divine command affords the 
best security for the preservation of Christian 
morals, and of pubUc and private happiness, 
while the violation of it has been the source of 
severe calamity both to nations and indivi- 
duals. 

" The principal object of every wise and 
paternal government being the conservation of 
the moral character of its people, as involving 
both their individual interests, and the general 
security, it is apprehended that no addition to 
the Revenue — of whatever extent— -can ever 
counterbalance the serious injury which ac- 
crues to the nation from thus preventing the 
advantages of its religious institutions, and ex- 
citing a spirit of impiety, insubordination, and 
discontent, alike injurious to the interests of 
piety, and hostile to established order ; and it 
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may to frnttbt* observed under thte head, that* 
if tberte Were fewer temptations ta profane the 
Sabbath, a very considerable storing would 
probably accrue to the public from the diminu- 
tion in the number of criminal prosecution*, 
and a reduction In the serious expense at pre- 
sent attending the administration of ju&tfoe$ 
and tbe transportation dud imprisonment iA 
offenders. 

" It i* hoped, that if such atgvmetiftfi) ought 
to have any weight with the public authorities; 
is tefttenoe to the evil in question, no serioti* 
objection to remedy such evil will prtsefet itoelf 
to the minds of any well*dfepo0ed dhd tetfipt- 
rati; advocates for the liberty of tltt prtss* or 
tbe freedom of opinion, Without referritig to 
a*y such oerttroverted poiftt* of polity as are 
foreign to the ptesetit object* it #H1 be gGne* 
rally admitted on aft bands that at least me day 
in the sev*a ought to b6 kept sacred ftoto ttet 
steatnr labours* add the ttnooltuous passions Of 
tbe week? that as troll the ctottttiands of God, ad 
the interests of iwMtidual^ dud the WetMttkig 1 
of society, require attention to she Chfidtfcitt 
Sabbath j and that the common se&ftify and 
happiness of parsons in 6very raak of life reffl d4t* 
ib ahke their duty mA their itttertifi* to obMH« 
that sacred day; and, ad far S* to tbttft lfeg, 
to prevent ite violation. 

4# itt rofewttce to tbe pemidetfe doctritfc* 

E 
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which are now publicly inculcated by these jour* 
nals, and to the unhallowed spirit which they 
encourage, it seems too much to hope that an 
evil of such magnitude and extent can be 
abated by any remedies which shall stop short 
of their entire suppression. Until their publi- 
cation and dispersion shall be rendered illegal 
by the law of the land, it can hardly be doubt- 
ed that the same, or nearly the same, portion 
of mischief will continue to be effected; and 
while it is thus to be feared, that no remedy 
arising from the ordinary operation of the 
existing law can adequately meet the evil in 
question, it is no less to be feared, that, while 
it is permitted to exist, all the praiseworthy 
efforts of societies or individuals for our com- 
mon good will equally fall short of so desirable 
an end; great and laudable as have been the 
exertions of the venerable Society for promot- 
ing Christian Knowledge in establishing depo- 
sitories for religious tracts, there is too much 
reason to apprehend that so long as the great 
mass of the population is thus periodically in- 
vited to profane the Sabbath, by receiving the 
more palatable doctrines which are circulated 
in the cheap form of a Sunday Newspaper, the 
poison of infidelity and impiety will be found 
too strong for its antidote. 

" A consideration of the above circum- 
stances appears to render it desirable that all 
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persons who value the appointment of the 
Sabbath, and who love their country, should, 
at the present moment, endeavour, in their 
several places and stations, by all prudent and 
practicable means, to remove the reproach 
which at present rests upon this professedly 
Christian land in the existence of the system of 
Sunday Newspapers. 

" London, April 21, 1820." 



In proof of the points here adverted to, I 
would remark : 

1 . As to the extent of the publication. It 
is clear that the number of hands employed in 
distribution can hardly be reduced to a matter 
of accurate calculation : when, however, it is 
known that upwards of seventy master news- 
men have petitioned both Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and prayed, on behalf of themselves, 
their children, servants, and dependants, to be 
released from the necessity of supplying these 
papers; and when the numerous stationary 
agents and itinerant hawkers in and about this 
great metropolis are considered, it will be easily 
seen that many thousands of both sexes and 
different ages must be necessarily withdrawn 
from the duties and services of the day. With 
regard to the stationary agents, it is to be re- 
membered, that a multitude of shops are open 
for no other object than the sale of the Sunday 

e2 
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papers ; while of those shops which annex the 
newspaper trade to their own (such as hair- 
dressers, pastrycooks, greengrocers, and others), 
many would not be open at all on the Sabbath 
merely for the prosecution of their own trade. 
And, as to the itinerant venders, it is well 
known that the sale of the Sunday Newspaper 
supplies the only temptation to multitudes to 
violate the day, since they sell no other article 
than this. With regard to the number of read- 
ers, the above calculation was only taken at 
five persons to each paper ; but this must be 
admitted to be much too moderate a computa- 
tion, since most houses are known to consist of 
more than five in family able to read, while by 
far the greater number of papers pass, by loan, 
through other hands than those of the family 
which first takes them ; not to speak of the 
many readers of each separate newspaper found 
in public houses, ordinaries, tea-gardens; and 
other places of Sunday resort. It was, how- 
ever, deemed more desirable to keep completely 
within the limits of moderation, than to incar 
the risk of exceeding them, even with the best 
object. 

2. As to interference with the public duties 
of religion. 

It cannot be doubted, that the mere distri- 
bution of these papers has a sensible effect in 
keeping a very large number of persons from 
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public worship. The delivery, itself* it or- 
dinarily protracted too late to leave those who 
engage ia it, time to prepare themselves for 
appearance at morning service; nor is this all : 
many— very many, who take in these papers, 
as well as the younger members of their fa- 
milies, are led by the attraction thus offered to 
their notioe, either to absent themselves alto- 
gether, or occasionally, from the house of 
prayer; while the worldly and secular spirit, 
which is originated, or increased, in every reader, 
is effectually calculated to diminish the salu- 
tary effect of religious instruction in all those 
who actually partake of it. This indeed is 
one of the most important considerations which 
can attach to the subject* The great object of 
every ordinance of the Sabbath, is to take off 
the mind from earthly business* and to fix it 
Upon things which, although unseen in their 
nature, are the proper objects of faith; the 
great tendency of the Sunday Papera is to 
withdraw the heart from God, to associate it 
with the perishing objects of time a&d sentife* 
and to chain it down to tastes' and pursuits 
which, being in their nature and character 
material, sensual, and temporal, are wholly at 
variance with the sublime and superior joys to 
which, as rationed and immortal beings,; we 
are invited, by the ennobliog and transforming 
system of the Geepel of Christ. The whole 
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spiritual design of this provision of sacred rest, 
is frustrated by such a desecration; the pause 
of a single day is virtually denied to the gro- 
velling cares, and earth-horn appetites of man; 
and although he may possibly from habit, from 
example, or even better motives, continue to 
attend the outward ordinances of religion, he 
must carry there an unprepared and worldly 
mind, if his imagination is to be first filled 
with the news of the week, the state of the 
markets, the price of stocks, the bankrupts of 
the preceding night, and all the still more of- 
fensive matter of criminal trials, police exami- 
nations, criticisms on the theatre, and disqui- 
sitions upon politics — prepared, for the most 
part, by obscure and mercenary writers, who 
are utterly ignorant of the first principles of a 
science upon which they speak with such an 
unmeasured and unseemly confidence. Can it 
be expected, that, under such teaching as this, 
the father of a family, his children, and ap- 
prentices (even if they should still attend di- 
vine service), should carry with* them a dispo- 
sition to worship God in the beauty of holiness, 
or find their minds in a fit state to profit by a 
service which is spiritual, both in its nature 
and its design? 

It is one thing to pass through a perfunc- 
tory attendance upon the external duties of re- 
ligion, either in connexion with,- or in separa- 
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tion from, an Established Church; but it is 
another, and a very different thing, to " worship 
" Him who is a spirit, in spirit and in truth ;" 
and, although nothing can be farther from the 
writers intention than to assume the office of a 
judge or a censor, he is content to put it to the 
good sense and experience of " all who profess 
" and call themselves Christians," whether any 
real advantage can be reasonably expected from 
divine ordinances, or whether the blessing of 
God can be honestly anticipated in their use, by 
those individuals who have not had the forti- 
tude to deny themselves an indulgence which 
they cannot defend upon any Christian prin- 
ciples ; whose valuable time has been first con- 
sumed by the perusal of a Newspaper when it 
might have been so much more profitably em- 
ployed; and whose hearts must needs have 
contracted more or less of defilement by the 
profane and offensive matter with which they 
have been brought into previous contact on the 
morning of the Christian sabbath. 

The consideration of the extent to which 
the great design of a sacred and national pro- 
vision for the spiritual wants of the people is 
thus defeated, is highly deserving the attention 
of those eminent statesmen, prelates, and le- 
gislators, who form the Corinthian columns of 
the empire. That they are not inattentive to 
the wants of the nation, in respect of their 
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highest and fcsst interests, appears evident from 
ah *»portant measure which has lately reoeivfid 
t|i0 support of Cfayerwneut* and the sanction 

of Pftpltei«eut^rl m»p the erection of New 
Ctowhe* asd Chapels, Attd this is also evinced 
ia the very laudable attention bestowed by 
tbem upon the education of the poor. Let it 
only be wasldered what an inducement te of- 
fered by the Sunday Newspaper to abandon 
public worship altogether 5 or to attend it with* 
prtt the divide blessing, and consequently with* 
out its proper effeets; and let it be farther eon* 
#dered, that, in providing a capacity for reading 
a#d receiving instruottoii, in the mass of the 
population, there results the. evident duty of 
greater vigilance a& to the character of the in« 
stracttan wbieh may he furnished, and we shall 
surely 90 logger have to deplore the apathy 
with which this evil has so long hseii regarded 
by many who possess the means of remedy* 
iog it* 

3. The abuse $f ifm system hy the means ofi 
giving ilk publicity may he: next, noticed. It 
may, indeed* in the outset of this bead, he oth 
jected> that it is UfogioaA \o> argue from an 
abuse against the practice to q*ea»ioo; but 
who, does not see, that, Iraq* th* ve*y nature of 
the e*il complained og there must he abuse sa 
tang as tha evil itsetf is permitted to o^t, wto 
less indeed it; should he thought of sufficient 
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importance by the legislature to correct the 
minor evil, while the principal one is permitted 
to continue ? 

With regard to placards and posting+bilk 
announcing theae papers, so long as publicity 
is desirable and no parliamentary interference 
prevents, so long will tfeese notifications be ex- 
hibited, both in shop»windown and on the pub- 
lic walls ; and, as it is not enough merely to 
announce the sale, the public attention must 
be arrested by such a detail of the contents of 
the newspapers as shall excite curiosity, and 
whet the ^appetite for the papers themselves. 
In order to this, we find the tending articles of 
intelligence selected, amd set off with such 
brief, but pithy and forcible, comments, as ren- 
der the placard a concentration of the same 
spirit winch appears in the journal itself. Par- 
taking thus, in no ordinary degree, of the evil 
of the newspaper, the placard has the double 
effect of inducing a purchase on the part of 
many persons who would not otherwise feel a 
desire for the paper, nor perhaps think of its 
existence, and at the same time of producing 
extensive mischief upon those passengers who 
are prevented, by the state of their finances, or 
ether circumstances, from becotring pttrqbasers 
at alh Most of these placard* are tf a wqr 
offensive apd uywiws character- The* food 
which is likely to gratify the general appetite is 
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sufficiently understood by those who cater for 
it, and these public notices are accordingly 
found to administer to the worst passions of 
the multitude, by whom they are greedily per- 
used through the whole of the Sunday. 

The following may serve as a specimen of 
these placards, although by no means one of 
the most offensive ; it was copied from a pas- 
trycook's shop in the Blackfriars Road: 



6C ~ 






Sunday, 26th December 1819. 

The Political Observer of this day con- 
tains strictures, by Sidney, on the Parlia- 
mentary proceedings, as reported. Ministers 
accused of extending their power beyond the 
" limits of the Constitution. Parliament de- 
" nied the right of enacting such new laws as 
" are hostile to the fundamental Statutes of j 

" the realm. Catholic Emancipation main- 
" tained, on the principle, that the origin and 
" ends of civil society do not sanction the 
" pretensions of Rulers to the control of Con- 
" science. Varieties, &c. connecting Taste, 
" Morals, and Politics, with every species of 
" entertainment and miscellaneous informa- 
" tion." 

We find thus announced, within these scanty 
limits, Strictures on the Parliamentary debates, 
the character of which Strictures, no man can 
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be at a loss to determine. We have an attack 
on the Ministers, as in league against the 
constitution of the state, which they are bound 
to preserve inviolate. The Parliament of the 
country is charged with a criminal design of 
passing laws " hostile to the fundamental Sta- 
" tutes of the realm ;" while all attempts to 
prevent the Papists and their adherents from 
obtaining political power (under the fallacious 
pretext of Catholic emancipation), are charac- 
terized as the pretensions of our rulers to con- 
trol the conscience ; and, as a consistent ter- 
mination of such sedition and sophistry, we 
are further promised a farrago of " Varieties, 
« connecting Taste, Morals, and Politics, with 
u every species of entertainment ; w in other 
words, a sort of Sabbath Salmagundi is pro- 
vided for every various appetite; so that the 
politician, and the play-goer, the dabbler in 
literature, and the pretender to taste, may 
alike be gratified by the food adapted to his 
particular palate on that sacred day, when 
men are invited, . by the highest authority, to 
the worship and service of God; and as so- 
lemnly enjoined against " doing their own 
" ways, finding their own pleasure, and speak- 
* ihg their own words." 

The blowing of horns and the public cry- 
ing °f the newspapers is another mode of 
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publicity; and it is hardly possible to con- 
ceive a greater offence to the feelings of all 
who retain any reverence for the Sabbath, 
or any desire of observing it, than arises from 
this source. In the western part of the town, 
in particular, this practice has long been car- 
ried to a disgraceful extent. It once hap- 
pened to the writer to make an appeal to 
the Office of the Home Department, on oc- 
casion of this particular nuisance, and every 
possible disposition was manifested, on the 
part of its Noble Heady to remedy the griev- 
ance in question; but, on reference to the 
Chief Magistrate of Police, he stated his opi- 
nion to be, that, unless the noise should oc- 
cur in the time of divine service, and be such 
as to amount to an actual obstruction of it, 
it was irremediable by any existing law. A 
considerable difficulty would also arise in ob- 
taining the correct name and residence of the 
offender, so as to institute any subsequent pro- 
ceedings ; a piece of information which it will 
be found i& almost invariably refused by thes# 
erratic violators of the Sabbath* 

4. This fact naturally lead* to the consi- 
deration of the entire inadequacy qf the present 
law, in regard to Sunday Newspapers On 
one appeal, which the writer made to a re- 
spectable magistrate of long practice, with a 
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view to repress the sale of the Sunday Papers ; 
he expressed himself of opinion, that the statute 
of Charles II. commonly called the Lord's 
Day Act, could not reach this offence, because 
it only contemplated the continued exercise on 
the Sabbath of the ordinary trade and catting 
of the week ; whereas the act of selling a Sun* 
day Newspaper was not the ordinary trade of 
the party in question, on the week days, aad 
he was therefore not amenable. On another 
occasion, the reason given for declining to in- 
terfere was, that so old a statute could not 
contemplate the punishment of sueh a mod* of 
violating the Sabbath as did not then exist, and 
therefore that a modern evil (if evil it was) re- 
quired a modern remedy. In a third instance it 
was argued, that the fate of the appeal to the 
Legislature in the year 1798, on the crcbjeot ef 
Sunday Newspapers, when it declined to inter- 
fere, had virtually sanctioned their continuance, 
as the Parliament was then made cognisant of 
the practice, and did not deem it necessary to 
•appress it; and thi* argument derive* at 
least a colourable support from the unfortunate 
appeal of the Newsman to tile Legislator^ in 
the present session ; although, bb I hope to 
show hereafter, no conclusions whatever, as* to 
the sens* of Parliament upon this question, can 
fairly or legitimately be drawn from the' recep- 
tion which that appeal has met with. 
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How far the reasons, above alledged, for the 
magistracy declining to interfere, may or may 
not be correct, it is not necessary to inquire ; but 
I presume that no fact can be better established, 
than that no magistrate would feel himself 
justified in considering this practice as punish- 
able, either under the statute of Charles, or 
any other existing statute ; and, indeed, if any 
magistrate could be found who might be in* 
clined to convict for this offence, under any of 
the statutes for the observance of the Sabbath, 
it may be doubted whether the low amount of 
the penalties (owing to the great change that 
has taken place in the value of money) would 
not effectually stand in the way of any useful 
result. 

The absolute necessity, therefore, of an ex- 
press law in reference to this offence, if it is 
ever to be suppressed at all, appears evident ; 
and, indeed, if there were no better proof of 
the necessity of a distinct declaration upon this 
subject, on the part of the Legislature, it 
would be found in the fact, that the practice 
has now become so interwoven with the habits 
of a large portion of the population, as to 
render the custom of taking, in a Sunday Paper 
a kind of artificial want ; which, although it 
might not have been felt originally by many 
who now pursue the practice, has yet, from 
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long indulgence, acquired a strength which 
only a declarative and remedial statute can 
meet. Not only, therefore, does no adequate 
remedy of this evil now exist ; but it appears 
necessary that those of the public, who are at 
present without a proper sense of its nature 
and extent, should be taught that the appointed 
Guardians of our moral and political security 
regard the practice in question as calculated to 
overthrow that security; while they who are al- 
ready convinced upon the subject, and who (in 
the language of Scripture) " sigh and cry for. 
" the abominations of the land," may observe 
in their natural protectors an honourable readi- 
ness to redress our moral grievances, and an 
anxious desire to avert the judgments of God. 

5. The question of revenue may be next 
considered. The whole revenue, derived from 
the Sunday Newspapers, may be put at an 
average of 27,000/. per annum ; a sum surely 
of inconsiderable amount when placed in com- 
petition with the advantages of being without 
it. If it could even be proved that this sum 
were so much clear profit, and that no deduc- 
tions ought to be made from it on account of 
the pecuniary outgoings, which are consequent 
upon the system from which it is derived ; it 
would even then appear, that a tax, which is 
drawn from such a polluted source, could not 
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be defended either upon principles of religion 
or policy* since the encouragement thus of- 
fered by a Government to the violation of its 
own laws, as Weil as of the law of God, would 
to no better than an act of political suicide* un- 
worthy at once of a nation professing Chris- 
tianity, and preferring any claims to the pur- 
suit of a wise and enlightened policy. It mutt, 
hawser, be clear to any one* who will be at 
the pafris to look at all below the rarfa&e of 
this question, that a very considerable portion 
of this amount of 27/KHM. never eventually 
benefits the pubtto treasury. If it be true that 
tie violation of the Sabbath is the high road to 
public crimes, and that prosecutions for such 
crimes are * souvos of considerable expense to 
(be nation i then whatever reduces the quan- 
tity of crime, must of oonse reduce tie esr- 
peases of punishing* it. That public crime has 
progressively increased, more especially in the 
city of Laadoti and county of Middteae*, of late 
yearly is certain. Tbo Old Baifey sessions* of 
which there are* eight hi the ysar, ami whieli 
always danafeiice on & Wednesday, almost io* 
turiaWy terminated (antft lately) i* die week 
of their oomittenoement $ being three or font 
days of triaL At ptftifeitt, thesis session ew 
manly tostten days, and # fortnight, and often 
tenger j nor doe* t lb Increase of the population 
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by any means afford an adequate or satisfactory 
solution of the increase of crime, as many 
would have us believe. That cause is mainly 
to be found in the increased and increasing 
profanation of the Sabbath ; and it has fallen 
to the lot of the writer of these pages, from 
having been, for several years, officially con- 
nected with the metropolitan prisons, to ascer- 
tain, from the repeated confessions of prisoners, 
more particularly of those condemned to die, 
that they referred the first cause of their ac- 
quaintance with vicious companions, and their 
instruction and progress in crime, to the neg- 
lect of the Christian Sabbath. Melancholy 
and affecting indeed have been the recitals 
which he has heard (and he doubts not that all 
have heard who have had similar opportunities) 
from the old and young of both sexes : the 
illiterate housebreaker and the educated forger, 
the offender who has been convicted for the 
first time and the criminal who has grown old 
in vice ; all tending to show the universal sense 
entertained by these different culprits of the 
consequences of profaning this sacred day, 
and neglecting the appointed institutions of 
religion. 

Now, let the saving which would accrue to 
the State, from the extinction of a large portion 
of public crime, be taken into the calculation, 
and I am persuaded that, even upon the lower 

p 
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ground of human policy, this question might 
be not unsuccessfully argutid. Let a due de- 
duction be made from the revenue produced by 
Sunday Newspapers, in respect of the expendi- 
ture occasioned by criminal prosecutions ; the 
expenses attending the administration of jus-* 
tice ; the cost of the imprisonment of offenders 
in and about the metropolis ; of their confine- 
ment in the hulks, and of their transportation 
beyond the seas. Let the original Charge of 
the New Penitentiary ; the annual expense of 
this establishment for some years past, and the 
more recent charge of the large increase of 
buildings lately added to it: let these con- 
siderations be Suffered to have their proper 
weight, and the question of revenue will per- 
haps be found to possess less importance than 
many are disposed to attach to it *. 

I am far from wishing to convey an idea, 
either that the larger share of the crimes we 
deplore are referable to the profanation of the 

* There were voted in June 1820, 88,675/. for one 
year's expenses of convicts at home, and 17,081/. for the 
charge of the civil establishment in New South Wales, for 
that year ; and also 100,000/. for defraying the amount of 
bills drawn, or to be drawn, from New South Wales for 
1820; 8000/. for prosecutions relating to the coin in 1820; 
40,000/. law charges for 1820; 60,000/. towards defraying 
the expenses of the buildings of the Penitentiary; and 
21,000/. for the yearly maintenance of that establishment, 
from 24th June 1820 to 24th June 1821. See Votes of tho 
House of Commons, 19th June 1820. 
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S*bbatb^ror*bat^he^lftrgftiqpo«ioiJ of the«m r 
teraj^ ;t?hidh is pot . trpoo that dayiife ta b^i 
towed;* to the Sbodhy Newspapers, ' I pierely 
a«feof/i thofle p^rsohs hrfao adduce tfieamonnt c 9f 
rwmye as aa ^gmnemt for f their ckwittaoirice, 
to alb w the consideration* which) I have ^ut^ 
dnoe^ thek.ptoper wei^itr andfl tbwik *bey> 
njwrtt admit that the aiwAint of the tax is re^- 
dueed by large; outgoings in' respect o§ the ex~ 
pennjttteptlii^ 

originating*^ on aggravated by, the violation 
of, the. Sabbath: but/ however this roay be^ II 
rafaat stillf advert to m jt fitet portion, namely ; * 
that, even* admitting the highest amount of '*& 
venueTvtnch has been named were really attain- ; * 
ed, arijeYra 4 f^Tre3Cbe«d6d/«h6 ftioiteF evil^df' 
sanctioning such a practice, by (*>nserititig to 
derive at revemie ; flaw it; tt^^W tdiS^if^the 
same- Sa long a» it can be shdwtt that fedftHty 
is -preferable to ittohfyK and^ national virtue 
abavd <a system of fin^rK^, '*b lfliig ii appfealk'S 
tote t±ieda^^f ev^y'vri^ ^t&t^m^ to«ake 
cape that, m providing ^ the temporal advan- 
tage^ of a people he do not haa&dNhe eatfhtfi- 
tkuytaf public Morals* : afl$ the transformation 
of the maft^at tfc&tt&er. : v : ' •■" - r 

Rather fkaaa thiis consent to be parties to 
such a policy m reoogni^esthe falkfciofls expe- 
dtencyof4oiiigevil:that go4d may cornej WotiA 
it hot be &r inoreworthy of^a-^^aiid fti^nArie 
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government to interpose-— to "stand between the 
" living and the dead, and to stay the plague ?" 
The appointed and accredited conservators of 
the national religion, and the public morals/ 
will do well to raise their voice against a system 
which is so eminently injurious to the interests' 
of morality. Let the Government have only the 
virtue and the fortitude to declare that they 
will not consent to be indebted to such a source 
for their supply, and a principal objection in 
the way of so much good, will vanish at once. 
If honesty be, after all, the best policy in the 
affairs of nations, as in those of individuals 
(and surely England has ever found it so), let 
the Government only dare to do what it would 
be no enthusiasm or foiily in any individual to 
do, but rather his plain and obvious duty; let 
it renounce any apparent advantage which may 
present itself, in the employment of undue or 
dishonest expedients, and trust God for neces- 
sary supplies in the use of such lawful and ho- 
nourable means as may leave no contamination 
on the national character, work no forfeiture of 
the favour of God, and secure the divine pro- 
tection and support for ourselves and our chil- 
dren. Whatever this tax may produce in mo- 
nies numbered, it does not seem too much to 
assert that the sordid addition which is thus 
derived to the revenue can by no means com- 
pensate for the mischiefs which are the result. 



Infidelity and Disloyalty in League. 69 

The peculiar circumstance of such a tax being 
sanctioned by the Government as a part of our 
financial resources, renders it properly a na- 
tional stain ; and upon such a source of revenue 
it appears too much to expect a blessing, if it 
be true that a necessary connexion subsists be- 
tween national virtue and national happiness, 
or between public crime and public misery. 

6. The extensive influence of the principle* 
of infidelity and disloyalty will next claim our 
notice, and will necessarily occupy a larger 
share of attention. That a systematic attempt 
has been made, of late, to sap the foundations 
of religion, the obligations of morality, and 
the feelings of loyalty, few persons can doubt. 
While many nefarious pamphlets have openly 
advocated the cause of infidelity, the Sunday 
Newspapers have virtually ranged themselves 
on the same side. Their very publication on 
the Sabbath, the character of their contents, 
and the extensive desecration of the day to 
which they have practically led, have ably se- 
conded the theoretical reasonings of skeptics 
and philosophers on the question of religion ; 
while the tone of sedition and democracy un- 
reservedly assumed by these papers has demon- 
strated the worst designs in reference to that 
allegiance which is due to " the powers that be." 

In pursuing this course, the advocates of 
irreligion and rebellion are undoubtedly " wise 

p3 
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"'itf tRfeiY generation" lleTa' maiTtiioe' be 
taught to rejefct a Revelation frohi ; Gttd;, T dhd 
\itf lias thdh no dither restraint than Thai wlfifeh 
ttifees frdih tfifefeair of tiumaii laws, which are 
confessedly inadequate, iA matiy instances, to 
the prevention or suppression of ' ttie worst 
crimes. ( L& a man be orice persuaded that be 
is not ah accountable agent— that he may vio- 
late the laws of God with impunity— -abandon 
all comiriunidh between his Creator and Mm- 
Self— entertain no fear of future jud^ixient^ 
and live according to his lusts; such a man 
is the ready and Willing instrument of the first 
political demagogue faho #ill take the troiible 
to convince him, that, because the times are 
Kard, the fault lies with his governors; arid 
bfedau'se 'Ms governors are the cause of "Ms 
fal^ery, therefore' all government is a cumbrous 
ahd'useleSs provision. When the principles of 
a6ii6n are poisoned at their source, tbe springs 
*which flow f&m'ihem'can only partake of their 
polluted origin;' Let a man renounce the fe&r 
of God, and laugh at the bugbear religion, 
tie 'is at once ptepareid fair any impressions 
which* the factious may desire to make: the 
bad seed* whlcb * they hivie to sdw Would never 
spring up into maturity, Sf it fell into in 1 honest 
afid&6oid sbil; but Wlifcfo ' it finds the >to6le 
moral man first broken' up by "infidelity, it 
cannot fair to produce &h abundant* harvest 6f 
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political and social evil. The teachers of false 
poQtfes well know the value of false religion ; 
and, whenever they have understood their 
business, have always been aware of the in- 
dissoluble connexion which subsists between 
contempt for the divine authority, and an im- 
patience of human restraint ; they have ac- 
cordingly begun by loosening the obligations 
between God and man, in order more effectual- 
ly to overthrow the relation between man and 
his fellow. This was eminently the case in the 
instance of the French revolution: and even 
here, in spite of that terrible exathple, the 
most nefarious arts are at present employed to 
alienate the mind of the subject from his 
Sovereign, by first dissolving the allegiance 
due from man to his Maker. The foundations 
of religion are sapped, in order that the super- 
structure of loyalty may be shaken. 

The enemies of divine truth appear to be 
engaged in the most vigorous exertions; infi- 
delity has openly avowed the worst designs 
upon our best and highest interests ; and the 
sacred Scriptures themselves have been held up 
to contempt by " the perverse disputings of 
" men of corrupt minds." It has been sought 
to destroy all sense of future responsibility, by 
undermining the first principles of religion. 
Publications of the most flagitious tendency 
have been thrown into the widest circulation, 

f4 
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and still continue to be disseminated with the 
most pernicious industry : it is sought to deprive 
the rich of the only true wealth, and the poor of 
their last remaining solace: consolation has been 
thus denied to all, under those various trials 
and afflictions from which no station in life is 
exempt ; and all hope in death has been sought 
to be taken away from our expiring nature : 
the most solemn and sacred truths of our holy 
religion have been impugned and derided, and 
the floodgates of licentiousness and vice have 
been thrown wide- open. We live indeed in 
" a day of rebuke and blasphemy ;" when, 
although it might have been expected that a 
sympathy of feeling would have hailed the full 
blaze of scriptural light, with which the nation 
has so long been favoured, and that a deep 
sense of gratitude would have been excited by 
the signal deliverance which has been wrought 
for us in the restoration of temporal peace, 
there have still been found among us, and still 
abound, multitudes who deny the Lord that 
bought them; who treat with profaneness and 
irreverence his holy word, and make a mock 
at those blessed truths which the Lord of life 
and glory himself descended from heaven to 
promulgate, and for which the martyrs of old 
counted not their lives dear to them. 

The avidity with which the pernicious 
pamphlets, lately published by the enemies of 
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religion, have been received, is evinced by the 
fact avowed at a late trial, that three thousand 
copies of Paine's Age of Reason had been then 
recently sold and circulated within a short 
period, independently of smaller, but not less 
dangerous publications, all fraught with the 
most determined hostility to the Bible and its 
divine Author. 

We live at a period when it is no longer a 
mere question between different modes of wor- 
ship, external forms of church government, or 
points of discipline, upon all which, they " who 
" profess and call themselves Christians," may 
conscientiously differ in opinion ; but our lot is 
cast in a time when the very foundations of 
religion are sought to be destroyed, and not 
merely the superstructures which one or ano- 
ther class of professing Christians has reared 
upon them ; when the great charter of our 
common faith and hope is denied to have any 
primary authenticity, any intrinsic excellency, 
or any obligatory force ; when a judgment to 
come is openly denied and derided, and all fu- 
ture responsibility declared to be a fable of hu- 
man invention ; when the doctrines of eternal 
truth, respecting the nature and attributes of 
Him who has been pleased to reveal his perfec- 
tions in bis holy Word, are disavowed and dis- 
owned ; and when the plain requisitions of the 
divine law are held to be no longer binding ; a 
fatal theory, which, in seeking to annihilate 



74 Extracts Sunday Paper*— Champion. 

the relation which subsist* between man and 
his Maker, would dissolve the connexion be- 
tween man and his neighbour, and introduce 
universal crime and anarchy into the world. 

In adverting more particularly to the sedi- 
tion, which is openly promulgated ' by these 
Papers, I propose to give some extracts from 
a few of the worst, premising only, that -those 
papers which are less offensive differ only in 
the degree of criminality. 

On the very Sunday before the late detec- 
tion of the sanguinary conspirators in Cato 
Street, there appeared in a paper, called " Thb 
" Champion * (amidst much of an equally bad 
character), the following offensive matter : 

1. In ti comment on the text, "Take away 
" the wicked from before the king*,* the Editor 
observes, " Would they were taken away, pro- 
" vided more wicked ones did not come in their 
u place. 'But all our changes have been so 
" long from bad to worse, that we begin to 
" doubt what region thfe next Ministry should 
" come from." 

2. In reference to the approaching parlia- 
mentary election, it is then asked, * Will the 

people have the spirit to express in a proper 
way their indignation against those who 
voted against inquiry, on a charge of atro- 
cious massacre, and immolated the constitu- 
tion of their country at the shrine of those 
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": who are aucused jof i being accessories in stile 

3. iti is <then observed, "Kings being all 
<c linked together ; against . the people! the 
" people rare equally linked together (if means 
^ cotildrbefoawid to polder the links) in the 
K interests of reciprocal d&enoe " . 

4. Gbserangro thfciiaultourxfcr of the Dae 
tte Berri, the Editdr adverts to a -th^ share 
" which," I he says, " the< nltrarroyaJists o£ Eng* 
f tand/and theiconfedemcy of kings,, have had 
* (as remote and primary pauses) in the pro- 
^ dnction of this an dv similar atrocities. It is 
*« they," adds this-Editor, "who have, taught 
^'■these 

•' '< Bloody kwtofttctionl, which r being teught, return 
" T© plague tfcei inventors/' 

)5. Lirttly, .he flbjfcrvWj ,/' Pwple's minds 
^ are at aigre«rt gtend at present; : ^nd if some 
Vfipahm be boti Jtate»> i* a certain quarter, to 
"ieonciiferte opinion* there will be a strong cur* 
^Tontana dirwtH>n : tbat m^y ^ot be pleasant;' 
; In WooLBJts Rj&TiaH Gaz^t^ of the 20th 
February, u im<*t ^wpl^te^ol^^for, and 

' : * This refers, of course, to the" illegal and revolutionary 
me^tiBg^khTidthester,! on tile suppression :o£: which, the 
jgre^^eak pofKifer 4eljy|i(3^ .was cr^ate^ -and fomented bj the 
Timbs Newspaper, * publication which has ever since com; 
mitted the most flagitious excesses in the licentious abuse of 
afreepress, and irtwfealte Aloud ibr the attention of any 
Government Which Would either ensure its own existence, or 
provide for the general security*— October 1820. 
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vindication of, the murder of the Due de 
Berri. " The event," it is said, " suggests 
" the most important reflections to princes.** — 
" There is a fearful spirit pervading this age, 
arising from the constant war of despotism 
to support ancient prejudices against the 
progress of reason. 9 ' The Bourbons are then 
charged with the formal assassination of Mar- 
shal Ney ; and it is asked, " could the Bour- 
bons expect that the blood of this distin- 
guished hero would sink into the earth, 
without inspiring any <tf the countless heroes 
he had led to victory, -and crowned with 
glory, with some impulse to revenge his 
" death ? " The case of Labedoyere is then 
mentioned, and it is added, " Now the Bour- 
" bons are called upon to feel what they in- 
" Dieted upon others. It is impossible not to 
" connect these circumstances with the present 
"occurrence." It is then asserted, that. any 
" new laws must be ineffectual where the 
agents of crime are desperate in their pur- 
pose ; and that, if they have any effect, it is 
" a bad one, for an example of public indif- 
" ference to death may produce an emulation 
" of the hardihood. It is not improbable that 
the example of Sandt * produced the crime of 
Louvel •f'. w And it is finally asked, " Must 

* The assassin of Kotzebue. 

t The assassin of the Due de Berri. 
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u not the sovereignty of the people be a sove- 
* reign good? and would it hot be wise to 
a assimilate all governments, by progressive 
and insensible degrees, to that sovereignty 
of the people, which prevents particular fa- 
milies and individuals from being the objects 
u either of revenge or error T 

Now, certainly, in reference to this radical 
cure for the evil of assassinating princes, viz. 
the establishment of the sovereignty of the 
people, when there would be no princes to as- 
sassinate ; no doubt it would be very palatable 
to such persons as could have compiled this 
article, that this remedy should be resorted to; 
but I again ask, whether it is to be endured 
that such a doctrine is to be preached in such 
a way to the unhappy thousands, who are per- 
haps more induced to absent themselves from 
the worship of God by the arrival of a Sunday 
Newspaper, than by any other motive ? With 
regard to the former part of this article; viz. 
the referring this assassination to the legal, 
righteous, and justifiable execution of convict* 
ed traitors, as well might any attempt on the 
life of our late beloved Monarch, or any of 
his illustrious house, be justified, because 
Colonel Despard was hung for treason in his 
reign. It is, however, only a prostitution of 
reason to waste it upon such reasoners. The 
same paper also contains an atrocious attack 
upon the whole political life and reign of our 
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lignky and wkkedfates, v atay thabgt th» t has 
appeared; indfeed, it seems^ ilumosfc&f these' 
corrupt writers : boir soug^ifkeU (pifaoqAli food 
ia dstfogating ftam t\\e aeimQwledged;; virtue 
and merit of the most illusfrious GhaBaotets, 
thus endeavouring to bring downfall tkAt; id- 
upright aad htmeturaWe in ehatfaeter to the 
level of the? $*ra baseness, by the same poo* 
cess £tad rtxtfi the same object ' as .they seek to 
degrade whatever is dignified; iii station or re^ 
spebtteble ii* talent. These toacpite, not doatea* - 
with faBghtrag one the coai«er oaprion which; 
lies; m^e wrthih tbek^ own sphere, appear only j 
cfigpoted> toi settle topou those s^tior viands,* 
wfeieh thdy *€^r foil W poHute^)^ Itisievideat 
th*t(th# ttimqidical m^dii^ in;:aay etnpisey 
can never poss&si; swdh odrheefci religious' aqd. 
political principles as^nlayi dHd&rfcwifch: safety; 
the weekiy attack TTtoc^ids ila^mahiK^^upott . 
their religion aiwl» loyalty (j v. :• r . 

The TSiuakimnp^ tb&i20ihi of February^ 
after an infaifl0ffc'attteto<^^ 
" thbSBwl**^!^^ palliate* with 

the saifie ^fiWntitiy as (JtfivWooteit, the aksastd 
sintition of th^iBflfee Of Bwniu ^Th& man^ 
says thia editoty << «swti p**ibly; nbhealtity, 
and& igndftwati «f ^ tfeaavutf quieting' ob 
making' himself bett^ brbcwifeS oven the 
" thfciight tffl Mi fasei«ati# Mm>.(4!^ 4t«te 
" &ftn& time it if titf to b^dttrtjedl, that politit 
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<*cal events mudt have distitf bed and alm^ 
" maddened the blood of thousands all owen 
the continent ; especially when <they see ttie 
absurd and unfeeling . freaks which some 
princes take upon them to play.',' What is 
this bnt to defend so foul an offence, by sup- 
posing assassination the result of a diseased 
habit of body or mind; or the necessary and 
venial consequence of princes' errors? After 
admitting that assassination is a crime (no 
mean concession), he adds, that " it is modi- 
fied, as other crimes are, by the greater or 
lesser quantity of provocation. An impar~ 
" tial obse0v4r will: perhaps wtinder, consi- 
dering the intense interest connected noWt 
" a*days with political eventis, that so few as- 
sassinations have 'taken place, instead of sot 
quusy." Precious and diabolical doctrines! So 
then, assassination may be " modified " by pro- 
vocation, as if the first law of God, 'f.Thofi 
" shalt do no murder/' had been accompanied 
with any modifications ; or^as if Cain had beea 
less a murderer, beqause he was provoked by 
his brother! Again, thiatnrtme may, it seems, 
be accounted for, and justified, by " political 
'-' eventis ;" or by & man; being out of health; 
and then brooding over such a deed till it fas- 
cinates him! So; bteause a man isstek, of 
ie fascinated, a monarch ot a prince is ia 
perish ; and Mr. Hunt is thus t6 explain And 
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vindicate assassination for the benefit of all 
those unfortunate persons who prefer the reading 
of his paper, to attending the worship of the 
Almighty on his own day. No wonder that 
when men voluntarily throw themselves out of 
the advantages which the religion of their coun- 
try has provided for them on that sacred day, 
they should be obliged to swallow the husks 
which are prepared for their vitiated taste. 

The Champion of the 27th of February, 
opens with an article, entitled, " On the demo-' 
" ralization of society by the measures and 
" propagated doctrines of ultra-royalism, and 
" by the perfidy of kings:" and though this 
Editor thus designates attachment to our last 
and present King by the nickname of ultra-roy- 
alism, and suggests that loyalty demoralises 
society, I shall not be deterred from selecting a 
few passages, to show that he is any thing else 
than the patriot he pretends to be. Adverting 
to the assassination of the Due de Berri, he 
observes : " The great ones of the earth are 
* " perpetually accumulating the measures, and 
" propagating the doctrines, which tend at once 
" to inflame the popular animosity, and subvert 
" the moral principles and feelings, most essen- 
" tial to their preservation. Can they wonder 
" if their subjects do unto them according to 
" the example of their own doings? If they 
" respect not law and justice towards the people, 
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€€ is it strange that the people should overleap 
u all law, in the retaliation of injustice? If 
sovereigns will continue to break their faith 
with their subjects, is it marvellous that gub- 
*'jects should keep no faith with them?' If 
they murder by persecution and perverted 
law, or by the sabres of a lawless soldiery, 
do they not teach the oppressed and per- 
" secuted to murder also ?" Certainly the 
duty of insurrection and king-killing has not 
been preached so plainly as this, except by 
Hugh Peters at Whitehall, and by Dr. Price in 
the Old Jewry! He then observes on the late 
atrocious conspiracy: "There are respectable 
" persons who are very skeptical about the ex- 
" tent of the criminality of this conspiracy; 
a Ministers have cried out Wolf so often, for 
" purposes obviously of mere selfish expediency, 
"that it would not be surprising if people 
" should suspect them of a mere hoax." So, 
because this Editor's respectable friends choose 
to be very skeptical both about all revelation 
from God, and all information from man, we 
are to believe that thirty armed assassins, whose 
work is thus speciously defended, were merely 
Government agents when they actually murder- 
ed one innocent man, because they were prevent- 
ed from murdering a great many more *. But, 

* This sagacious imputation against the Government, of 
contriving, or conniving at, a plot for its own destruction, re- 
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again : " We have been used to green-bag plots, 
" and is it not possible, that this may have 
" beett long known to the Ministers through the 
" medium of their spies ; and that knowing by 
" these means one of their meetings was to 
" take pl&ce on the evening of the intended 
" Cabinet dinner, they might seize upon this as 
an opportunity of making a grand parade of 
terror and alarm, by selecting that particular 
evening for breaking up this unlawful as- 
sembly, and giving it forth to the world, that 
" the object wte to murder the whole Cabinet 
" at this convenient banquet ? May not the 
iC moment for the developement of the plot 
" have been thus critically determined upon, for 
" a grand theatrical effect? as a dashing elec- 
tioneering manoeuvre? or for the sake of its 
bearing upon some approaching trials?" We 
are then told by this Editor, of u the conduct 
" and views of the most mischievous, corrupt, 
and contemptible Administration that it has 
pleased God ever at one time to scourge this 
" once free and happy nation with ;" and there 
is no doubt that the conspirators themselves 
held precisely the same opinion of the present 

minds us of the great politician mentioned in " Pompey the 
" Little," who undertook to prove that the Ministers, in 
1746, contrived the rebellion of that year, and favoured the 
designs of the Pretender, in order to answer their own pri- 
vate ends ! ! ! 
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Ministers* of whom their language was unit- 
formly similar. After this, we find a sneering 
remark upon those " most calm, impartial, 
constitutional, upright, &ftd indepwdfettt 
Judg^r AWxHt, B«st, and Co" But leaving 
this, I would obaerve* that every man of ho- 
nesty arid feeling (whatever be his. party) will 
feel alike respecting the man Who could; have 
attempted to treat with levity and sarcasm* . the 
nefarious conspiracy in question ; who could 
suggest that the seizure which took place was 
designed to js^rve ah electioneering purpose, or 
to pervert jrisilce in the caafe of other culprits; 
chaiiged with completely (Afferent affiances: 
Srifely this Editor ctamt expect that such a 
perversion of reafcon can deceive even .those 
unhappy reader^ who prefer thesd lueiibnttfonfe 
of treason and sedition . to the public worship 
of God in his own courts, od his appointed day: 
Mr. Woolhr, in his Sunday paper of thfe 
27th of February, calls the late. horrid coriapk 
racy, a a lucky bVeut bn the eve of the election \ 
? that the weak and the tiitiid may be frighten? 
a ed out of thtfr votes against their reason ;" 
and he adds, "it was advantageous to the 
" Mends of comlptiotfc that some partisans of 
" reform should be indiscreet."-^Wby, truly, if 
the friends of reform will go these lengths, 
they must take the consequences ; bat whobver 
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84 Extract from Sunday Examiner. 

before heard of great statesmen employing 
people to cut their own throats? 

In The Examiner of Sunday the 27th of 
February, the Editor, in commenting on the 
assassination of the DucdeBerri, says — "Kings 
have been doing their utmost, without in? 
tending it, to make up the quarrels between 
u nations at their own expense. Scarcely a 
" prince of any importance on the continent, 
but will tremble for his own safety; not be- 
cause the people are - given to assassination; 
" but because broken promises appear to have 
" produced it! — Sandt struck Kotzebue, con- 
" fessedly because the sovereigns had not kept 
" their promises. Louvel assassinated the Due 
" de Berrij because he disliked the Bourbons; 
u and why? because he saw them forced on his 
" country by foreign armies." Again, "There 
"are degrees in the criminality of assassilia- 
" tion as in that of every other offence. " — No 
doubt Bellingham thought, and reasoned, after 
this fashion. It is too horrible to require se- 
rious refutation. After this we cannot wonder 
at the following passage : " Neither atheism, 
" nor theism, nor any other religion, or want of 
" religion, is foul in itself, whatever the bigots 
" of any one of them may say. It is not by 
" taking away the idea of God, much less by 
" taking away the fear of him, that men are 
" left at the mercy of those impulses." — Can I 
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be writing in a Christian country, and under a 
Christian government, while abominations like 
these are published on the Sabbath? — But 
again, on the late conspiracy, we read : " The 
" defence will most probably be, that they 
'* were armed men, and had a right as English- 
" men to be so ; that they were deliberating on 
" their own premises, and interrupted by vio- 
" lence; and that they resisted with violence 
M in turn ! ! !" Once more : " If there is a great 
" and excessive wrong, such, for instance, as the 
"refusal to listen to the most. constitutional 
" claims of the people, aggravated by all that 
" can be done by shallow haughtiness on the 
" part of the corrupt, and by a persecuting and 
" sanguinary spirit on that of their hirelings, 
" what is to be expected but that a great and 
excessive wrong will break out in return? 
It is in the nature of things. If justice is not 
to be had, there will be revenge. None of 
" the men had a penny in their pockets, and 
" they were going, it is said, to murder all the 
" Ministers in the middle of a grand dinner. 
" This contrast may be taken as a symbol of all 
" that enters into the heads of wretched and 
" despairing men, in times like these, whose 
" constant sense of infelicity is goaded on to 
" destruction, by a consciousness of being in 
" the right on the broad principle of the ques- 

. 63 
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" tion, however wrong in the manner of purn. 
" suing it." 

Surely all comment must be unnecessary 
here. 

In the Champion of Sunday, March 5, after 
an infamous article on "Religion and Blas- 
" pto$my," in which we are infonped* that .* c the 
"atheist is a. less offender than the fanatic;" 
there is a ! Letter to Mr. Wilberforce, of the 
most improper description. He is first de- 
clared to " have found intervals in his attempts 
€i tja release Africa, to add rivets to the fetters 
" of England." Ufa religion is then vilified as J 
heartily as his politics, and, after the grossest 
personal abuse, we read,—" Yon have coolly 
■"-give* a hundred votes, to cut thousands of 
"souls off in their sins, ip order to sustain 
u the mighty conspiracy of sovereigns ; you 
*f uphold a system, of perjury, without a 
Ut scruple— wholesale corruption does not dis- 
'ISturb your repose— your abhorrence of vice 
u lessens as its magnitude increases. Be. no 
"more the saintly partisan of vice— make no 
u longer your piety a panda: tfc corruption— 
*. cleanse that whited sepulchre, which hitherto 
*f . y ou have . striven to defend. No language 
" can express our disgust for a politician, who 
"appears with a Bible in. one hand, and a 
u svqord, or a bribe, in the other/' 

We are here reminded of the case of Shimei 
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as analogous to that of the Editor before u». 
That ancient traitor reviled and cast dust at one 
who loved and served God; and this modern 
Shunei, Mr. Thelwall, after defending atheism, 
casts dirt at one, who has long and deservedly 
occupied the highest place in the estimation of 
good and honourable men, of every religion «uid 
of every party. This excellent man, and disin- 
terested patriot, must have smiled, with his 
accustomed benignity, at this impotent at* 
tempt to bring him down to the level of such an 
Editor : but the nation at large, to whom such a 
man belongs, and to whom be is dear, has an 
interest in his well-earned fame, and must 
needs resent so foul a libel, more especially 
when , its publication on the Sunday involves 
a crime against God as well as man. There is 
something peculiarly improper in thus selecting 
that day of the week, when (if ever) a truce 
should be proclaimed with the bad and malig- 
nant passions of our nature, for the purpose of 
degrading and vilifying the most upright and 
respectable of men. The object of writers 
who thus pervert the freedom of the- pww by 
decrying religion in the person of its profess- 
ojrs, apd who disseminate sedition by reviling 
all constituted authorities, is sufficiently mani- 
fest ; but let us hear the Editor himself on the 
freedom of the press. In a speech delivered 
by him on the discharge of Mr. Ijobhouse from 

g 4 
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Newgate, and reported in this very paper, we 
read — " What boots it that the press is not 
" under the control of a licenser, if a licentious 
" power is to exist, that untried, unheard, un- 
" seen, can punish as it pleases the man who 
"shall exercise the unlicensed liberty? if a 
" single branch of the Legislature can take the 
11 law into its own hands, and condefnn to the 
11 abode of felons, whoever shall exercise the 
" boasted liberty to their offence? Shall we 
" permit this absurd and monstrous power to be 
" usurped by the agents and nominees of Bo- 
" roughmongers?" — After this, can we wonder 
at the following libel on the Parliament? "The 
" worst of Parliaments that has existed since 
" the days of Henry the Eighth, is just dis- 
" solved :" or at the following slander on the 
Government ? — " An imbecile Administration, 
" shameless in its pretences, seeking to derive 
" popularity from the conspiracy of a gang of 
" ruffians, which they delayed to detect, till its 
" apparent maturity might coincide with their 
" electioneering views ; and profaning the royal 
" mouth with a prompted adjudication before 
"trial*!!! 

Wooler, in his British Gazette of Sunday, 

March 5, observes of the newly-discovered 

plot : " So bungling a conspiracy was never 

" before arranged, except those of Oliver and 

1 Castles, of which the Cabinet obtained all 
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" the credit— the Cato Street affair was select* 
" ed to put the past stratagems in proper com- 
" pany. The conspirators could not copy their 
" murderous design from the patient argumen- 
" tative conduct of the reformers at large, nor 
" from the unresisting demeanor of the victims 
" at Manchester ; but they might have learnt 
" something of their purpose from the conduct 
" of the yeomanry on that occasion. A very 
" easy inference might be made from that day's 
" business! that shedding blood was not a very 
" serious offence, when the parties could be 
" thanked and rewarded for the readiness with 
" which they drew their sabres. They con- 
" eluded that the work of destruction was not 
" more criminal in Middlesex than in Lan- 
" caster." 

Now, if this be not an open justification 
of Thistlewood's conspiracy, on the ground of 
the lawful authorities at Manchester having 
put an end to the illegal and revolutionary 
meeting there, then the English language has 
no meaning, and the reasoning is about as good 
as if it were sought to prove, that because the 
riots in 1780 were terminated by the civil and 
military force, therefore the whole of the Ca- 
binet Council of that day might lawfully have 
been murdered by a banditti of acquitted trai- 
tors, state shoemakers, and political butchers ! 

We now turn again to the assassination 
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of the late Due de Berri, which Wooler 
calls a " sad and sanguinary lesson to the 
" monarchs of the world, to rule with rao- 
" deration and respect for the. liberties of 
" mankind. The ill-fated Duke," says he, 
" was at the head of that party who was an- 
" xious to restore the hated principles of the 
" worst of the Bourbons. His ultra-loyal prin- 
" ciples roused every feeling in the bosom of . 
" France, and among twenty-five millions, is 
" it wonderful to find one fanatic? Is it won- 
" derful that the late efforts to destroy the little 
" freedom which Frenchmen enjoyed, should 
" have roused the sleeping tiger from his den, 
" and produced the dreadful catastrophe?" So, 
because the Sunday Newspapers choose to pro- 
scribe the heir to the throne of France as an 
"ultra-loyalist," this is sufficient cause for his 
assassination ; upon which principle,, no doubt, 
it will be equally warrantable to put. any loyal 
subject out of the pale of society and life, for 
ultra-loyalism, since any man who loves, and. 
honours his King, and reverences and obeys 
the laws, must certainly move in a meridian as 
different to that of Mr. Wooler, as light is op- 
posite to darkness, and consequently must be- 
long to that race of " ultra-loyalists/' whose 
" efforts to destroy freedom " can only be ex- 
pected to " rouse the sleeping tiger" of popu- 
lar vengeance, and so to produce the " cata- 
€< strophe " of assassination ! 



It 
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I now proceed to The Examiner of Sunday, 
5th of March; la an article on " The altedged 
" Conspirators" (far surpassing in its flagitious 
character any other which I have noticed), we 
read, " they are paupers driven to desperation 
" in unconstitutional times." Such is their 
history — now for their defence. " We are not 
11 to practise courtesies towards all the violence 
" and wrong exercised by men in power, and 
" then trample upon the first men who are ac- 
" cused of meditating a violence and wrong in 
return. Let not perpetual provocation be 
treated tenderly, and nothing be said in exte- 
" nuation of despair." We next read of " those 
" whose sense of their own wrongs, and the 
" public's, had become maddened by the united 
" effects of poverty and reflection." Again : 
" Power is constantly doing wrong, and all 
" the. while insisting upon our respect and for- 
" bearance; yet the moment a wrong is me- 
" ditafceri in return, it calls upon every body 
" to make common cause with its injured in- 
" nocenoe*" An infamous apology then fol- 
lows for the hand-grenades intended to have 
been used by the conspirators, because they 
are used in war, and for the whole conspi- 
racy itself, because many terrible instances 
of bloodshed are to be found in history! After 
which we read : " The ministerial advocates, 
" who. affect to attribute to the press, what all 
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the presses in the world could not do, if 
power did well, have already provoked too 
" great a tendency to bloodshed at Manchester, 
11 and by their continual tauntings at the suffer- 
" ing radicals. We now regard them as doing 
" all they can to produce another Cato Street 
" meeting, still more desperate than the last, 
11 and better instructed how to proceed ! ! ! In 
" proportion as English statesmen contradict 
" and attempt to put down by force, instead 
" of argument, the new sense of mankind, and 
" the irresistible growth of opinion, they must 
" be prepared to meet with wrong for wrong, 
" and catastrophe for unconstitutional coer- 
" cion." So much for the perverse statesmen 
who required this castigation for their errors. 
Now let us listen to the defence, which the 
accused are told by this Editor to set up on 
their trial: " They may,- perhaps, say, that they 
" intended to go with arms in their hands for 
" self-defence, and expostulate with some per- 
" son or persons connected with the state! or 
" that their object was merely to exercise them- 
" selves as armed citizens; for it may turn out 
" that they meant to try the question about an 
" Englishman's right to have arms in his pos- 
" session. If an Englishman has a right to 
" possess arms, he has a right to know how to 
" use them ; but how can he know how .to 
* use them properly, but by training in com- 
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" pany with others?" . The desperate wicked* 
ness of these reflections relieves me from the 
necessity of a single comment, and I merely 
observe that this man, who from his own show- 
ing could thus • have coolly contemplated the 
sacrifice of the country's best blood, feels his 
fine sensibilities strongly excited at the thought 
of the continued imprisonment of that sangui- 
nary upstart Buonaparte : " The reader," says 
he, " knows our opinion of Napoleon's con- 
" finement in St. Helena, and our wish that he 
" may escape from . that injustice. We have 
" many reasons for this desire, not the least of 
" which arises out. of the probability of his 
" again meeting the Duke . of Wellington on 
" less unequal terms. We admire military, as 
" well as poetical, justice." So, because Buona- 
parte has not. already had " military justice" 
done him by Lord Wellington, this hypocriti- 
cal admirer of peace, . and condemnor of war, 
would have all Europe lighted, up again in a 
general blaze, merely that he may enjoy the 
disloyal gratification of seeing his favourite 
usurper avenge the foul, defeat he has received 
from the first of warriors, by beating that il- 
lustrious warrior in his turn. Is it to be en- 
dured, that this base attack on the well-earned 
and unrivalled fame of our greatest hero, should 
pass without exciting universal indignation? 
It appears, from the proofs I have given, 
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that hatred of all lawful authority, whether in 
Church or State, and resistance to all such au* 
tfaority, in any, and every way, not excepting 
assassination, are the doctrines noW openly 
promulgated on the Sabbath by the principal 
factious papers. Those Sunday Papers which 
axe less criminal, differ only in the degree of 
their criminality, and no otherwise. In order 
to secure a sale, all of them (with very few 
exceptions) take the popular side, oppose 
whatever Administration may be in power, and 
propagate the principles of democracy and dis- 
loyalty with no sparing hand. If, however* it 
were otherwise, and if different political doc- 
trines were taught, I should still contend, as a 
Christian and a man, that the Sabbath is riot 
the period for teaching them ; that the offence 
against the day, and the command, of God, 
would remaih the sariie ; arid that a more fla- 
grant way of violating the Sabbath can hardly 
be devised by human ingenuity than is brought 
about by the whole Sunday Newspaper system, 
from the Editor who first puts the machine in 
motion, or the Printer who Works it, dawn to 
the poorest child who assists in the publica- 
tion. 

That the Government is now alive to 
the politieal evils, of this system I cannot 
doubt; but is the religious and moral curse 
which these Papers are inflicting cm the country 
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sufficiently considered? I fear not. These 
Papers are emptying our Churches and filling 
our public-hou$es. They are demoralizing and 
secularizing the minds of thousands, who would 
otherwise be " rendering to God the things that 
" are God's ; " and no wonder, that while they are 
thus wrong in fundamentals, they should re- 
fuse to " render unto Caesar the things that are 
" Caesar's." These Journals excite and keep alive 
a spirit of impiety, insubordination, and dis- 
content: they alienate man from God, and 
whatever (says Mr. Burke) 1ms this effect, must 
needs disunite man from tt&n ; they teach im- 
mortal and accountable creatures to despise and 
neglect the institutions of religion, the obli- 
gations of conscience, and the respect due to 
authority j they tend to harden the heart, and 
to brutalize the mind, and induce multitudes 
to cast off the fear of God and the love of 
their neighbour together. 

Let the Christian Sabbath, with its se- 
veral duties, privileges, and blessings, be 
once struck out of the week, and we give 
to infidels, regicides, and revolutionists, all 
they can ask or wish; and is not the Sab- 
bath thus practically effaced from the ca- 
lendar by those who, with the sacred Scrip- 
tures in their habds, can yet prefer the Sunday 
Newspapers (even the best of them) to the 
public worship of God, and the due observ- 
ance of his holy day? The institution of the 
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Sabbath was not only the first of blessings con- 
ferred upon the world in the order of time, 
but in its essential nature ; and never did He y 
who " knew what was in man," declare a pro- 
founder truth, than when he said, " The Sab- 
" bath was made for man/' It is not less a 
political and temporal, than a religious and spi- 
ritual blessing; without it, men are slaves to 
their worldly business, their sensual appetites, 
or both; without it, the work of civilization 
can hardly proceed — to say nothing of Christi- 
anity. Surely the Parliament can scarcely find 
its attention called to a subject of deeper na- 
tional interest than this, nor any existing Go- 
vernment to one which, in its present and fu- 
ture, its remote and proximate consequences, 
is more closely connected with the best and 
dearest interests of the Church of England, 
and the laws and constitution of the realm. 

The above are but a few specimens of the 
political instruction which is inculcated on the 
Sabbath. It would be easy to multiply them ; 
but the fact is sufficiently notorious, that the 
Editors of these Papers administer to the worst 
passions of the multitude, because they find 
their interest in doing so ; most of the appe- 
tites for which they pander would reject all 
aliment of a superior description, and they 
therefore feed them with husks. They who 
are thus voluntarily deceived have no right to 
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complain that falsehood is presented, to them, 
in various forms, by the agents of ." the father 
" of lies/' since truth is neither the object t of 
their pursuit, nor of their attachment, arid 
**■ qui vult decipi—decipiatur" There are many* 
however, of the young, the inexperienced, abd 
the uncorrupt, who deserve a better fate thah 
to fall into the hands of such venal and profli- 
gate scribblers. It is painful to contemplate 
the wide- spreading mischief which is now. ef? 
fecting, by such poisonous sophistry, among 
thousands who have yet . their principles to 
form, presented, as it is, in. the most. subtle 
and .palatable shape, and on a day when so 
much more leisure is. left for its full operation. 
It is in compassion to such persons in particu- 
lar that a paternal Government is .called upon 
to interpose its protecting arm, and to silence 
these infidel and factious hirelings, who,, what- 
ever may be their professions, have any tluag 
else in view than the public good. 

; Madame -de Stael calculates (in her work on 
the French Revolution), that the Ndwspapgrs, 
which, she observes, are necessarily more popular 
than i>ooks,i constitute the sole reading of three 
.fourths of a nation ;. and she adejs, that hired 
writers introduce into public opinion much 
• more depra vi ty than < could ar fee w hete there i s 
110 commuiiicatiofc except by speech/ in' which 
case (he judgment could be formed only tipbh 
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facts : but when the chrioiity far news (Jan be 
satisfied with an allotted portion of falsehood; 
when no event is related unaccompanied by so* 
phisnu; when opinions concerning every cir- 
cutnfttance, every work, every individual; are 
subject to a Journalist's word of command, as 
At movements of soldiers to the leaders of 
files ; then it is that the art of printing be- 
comes, in its abuse> a most formidable engine of 
evil. Now, let any man of common observation, 
who really wishes well to his country, what- 
ever be his religious profession, or his political 
sentiments, hotesdy consider the bad spirit 
which is noiv abroad in our own oanutry, and 
Jheft conscientiously ask himself whether the 
-state of the Sunday press witt not sufficiently 
account for a very large portion of it, since it 
must be remembered, that it is. not only in 
London and its environs that this system is in 
Operation, for the country receives these Papers 
in its turn; and the facilities afforded by the 
stage coaches which leave London through the 
whole Sabbath, and by the post which quits it 
at night, render die metropolis the feeder of 
the country, in most instances after the Sab- 
bath is over, but in many, before *. The evil, 



*. the ftnaday Papers of London aw said a* 
jsven ^n the Sabbath. They arrive soon after mid-day ; and 
the same. placards which announce their contents in the 
metropolis are also transmitted with them from London, 
and publicly exhibited in thfe Brighton shops. 
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therefore, of these Papers does not merely «ftn- 
sist in the profanation of Jhe SabbaAh in and 
about London, but elae where also, while 4he 
political mischief which they produce is carried 
<on into the week in those country places whose 
distance front town prevents the Sabbath itsdf 
from being profaned by thp perusal of the Papers 
on that day. We are not therefore (like the 
child) to fancy, that when the thunder-cloud 
has pafsed over our own heads, its danger is at 
an end ; the materials of further mischief are yet 
in existence, and . the torrent is not exhausted 
because it is no longer risible. I am well 
aware that the above extracts, and others* of a 
similar or even worse character, may he net ^ 
by the observation, that the publishers of those 
Papers are amenable to the old laws of sedition 
*«d libel, and even to the laws .which have 
more .recently passed jji reference to the same 
4?bjecf; bat jit ie •evidfcWt that, to say pothing of 
X\& iodiQWiaitfi :invi(^«»s sa^e flf fop Attorney 
General df any gwernmaat being tfeuttatotJy 
arrayed in mtermmiWe * hostility against of- 
fenders, no legal officer, and no executive go- 

ivewnwiu^^n, from Jthe ye*y.»at,uxe and ex- 
tent of this evil, .mrm hope Jto $ttpiwws . a 
thousandth part of it by the mere operatic* of 
the laws of Hbel or sedition. The effrontery 
\vit\i which these publications ;are qopdi\ctQd, 

and the endless oflfenpe^ «nth v .vW)' .JhPy 

h 2 
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abound, forbid the indulgence of any hope 
from this quarter, even if it were prudent to 
try the experiment. The fabled heads of the 
Hydra would convey a faint conception of the 
multiplied offences inseparably connected with 
the Sunday Newspaper system ; and hopeless 
indeed would be any attempts to repress these 
excesses by the slow and uncertain operation 
of existing laws *. . 

7. I now advert to the inadequacy of the 
remedy supplied by the sale of religious, moral, or 
loyal Tracts. Far, very far, be it from me. to 
undervalue the excellent intentions of societies 
or individuals. We owe them much. I only 
mean to shew, that, without other and more 
efficient remedies, we shall look in vain for 
relief. It is not in the nature of men that a 
dissuasive from infidelity, or a discussion upon 

* In the Parliamentary Debate of the preceding even- 
ing, reported in the New Times of 17th Jane 1820, we 
find the Chancellor of the Exchequer publicly stating, in 
reference to the increase of barracks, that " such was the 
" corruption of morals amongst the lower orders of the 
" metropolis, and amongst the same orders in the manu- 
facturing districts, that Government was indispensably 
*' called upon to make preparation for the protection of the 
" loyal and peaceable inhabitants." What an afflicting 
ctibfession! Does it never occur to this respectable and 
amiable Minister, that such an alarming state of things is 
the necesssry consequence of national guilt, and of the in- 
fidel and disloyal principles which are now so industriously 
amongst the people ? 
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morality, should present such palatable induce* 
ments for perusal, even on the Sabbath, as the 
Sunday Newspaper ; and therefore that which 
gratifies the appetite for novelty, and conies 
so plausibly recommended, is likely to be pre* 
ferred. 

The appetite for error is also as natural and 
as general as the thirst for news ; and although 
this is perhaps a truth which lies somewhat 
more out of the track of common observation, 
and. will least of all be admitted by those who 
fall within its sphere, it did not fail to attract 
the attention of an accurate observer of hu- 
man nature when he wrote, 

« 

" The world is nat'rally averse 

" To all the truth it sees or hears, 

" But swallows nonsense and a lie 

" With greediness and gluttony." Botmr. 

> 

A religious tract addresses the superior and 
spiritual part of the man, and has nothing in 
common with his natural passions, and worldly 
propensities. It is in fact opposed to them in 
toto> and proscribes, without reserve, the secur 
lar tastes, and vicious pursuits, of a " world 
u lying in wickedness." The Sunday Paper, 
on the contrary, finds, in the numerical mass 
of mankind, a prepared soil for many, if not 
most, of the principles which it inculcates. 

h3 
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The iutereits whicb it addresses are already mm 
itd side, attd it bid no conquest to make ovw 
j*ej*dices which af8 all ia its favoulr. k it 
any roaiter of surprise, that what is M skilf&Hy 
adapted to the taste should find purchasers and 
admirers before that which, from its vety nan 
hire, is more or less repulsive? or is it wonder- 
ful, that if the less attractive remedy should 
with some difficulty be swallowed, ks good 
effects should be completely counteracted by 
the seductive influence of a favourite poisoa? 
Ift the ode cast} the writer who would obtain a 
hearing for God, and holiness, audi an eternal 
world, has a host of difficulties to eatfounter, 
both from the nature of his subject, and the in- 
disposition of his feeder: in the other case; 
every difficulty vanishes before him who finds 
an harmonious (though unhallowed) agreement 
between the mind of his pupil, and the matter 
Ivhich is submitted to it 

The mistake made by those who imagine 
that truth has only to be presented to the mind 
m order to its favourable reception* somewhat 
resembles the fallacy by whicb they are govern- 
bd> whb 4 neglect to impTese the principles of re- 
Hgwft in earty lift, tfhder a irofciou that the 
Insmait mind> as it advances to maturity, will, 
of tvtro systems iuferwitted to it— the gbod aftd 
the evife—pfefar only tile good. If *uch rea- 
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sonings were applied to man in Paradise, as he 
came first out of the hands of his Creator, they 
would be worth attention ; but, in our present 
fallen condition; that alone is likely to engage 
our attention, and excite our affection, which is 
best adapted to flatter our pride, to gratify our 
senses, and to give us out heaven below: all 
that is of a higher and more spiritual nature — 
in proportion as it runs counter to our earthly 
appetites, as it exacts restraint and self-denial, 
and prescribes the conquest of flesh and sense— 
fa far less likely to obtain a favourable recep- 
tion. Hence the impropriety of placing in- 
centives to evil in the hands of the people, 
and consenting to derive pecuniary advantage 
from their immoralities ; and hence the para* 
mount duty of removing from their reach those 
specious allurements whicb neutralize, or inva- 
lidate, the re%ious Instruction provided by the 
state s and counteract the efforts of religious 
societies, and benevolent individuals, for the 
common good. 

Having thud endeavoured to support the 
reasoning contained in the printed Addims by 
some further remarks and illustrations, I pro- 
ceed %q consider some objections whicb have 
been lately taken to the application of the 
. Newsmen to the British Parliament 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Examination of Parliamentary Arguments against 
the Abolition of Sunday Newspapers. 

.The following is a copy of the Petition which 
has been presented to both Houses of the Le- 
gislature by the principal Newsmen of the me- 
tropolis, changing only the form of the ad- 
dress : 

* 

"To the Honourable the Commons of the 
" United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 
" land in Parliament assembled. 

■ 

" The humble Petition of the undersigned 
" Dealers in, and Vendors of, Newspa- 
" pers in the metropolis and its vicinity, 
"Sheweth, 

" That your Petitioners are placed in the 
" most painful situation by the great increase, 
" and extensive circulation, of Sunday News- 
" papers. 

" That many of your Petitioners, unwilling 
" to live by the perpetual breach of the Sab- 
" bath, and in the practice and promotion of 
" immorality, have made great pecuniary sacri- 
11 fices rather than engage in a traffic so incon- 
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sistent with Christian principles, and so dis- 
graceful to a Christian country ; while, as to 
" others of the Petitioners, their circumstances 
" unhappily forbid their rejecting so consider- 
" able a portion of the news-business, and 
" throwing it into the hands of others who feel 
" no such scruples. At the same time, it is 
" with the. utmost reluctance that your Peti- 
" tioners engage in an occupation which not 
" only necessarily prevents their attendance on 
"the public services of the Church, but more 
" than usually fatigues their bodies and minds 
" on that sacred day which is especially ap- 
" pointed as a day of rest ; and obliges them 
" to employ upon it a number of extra hands 
" in the distribution of the Sunday Papers. 

" Your Petitioners also beg leave, in addi- 
" tion, to state their full impression and be- 
" lief, that the publication of Sunday Papers 
" has a decided tendency to injure and deprave 
" the public morals, not only as respects the 
" profanation of the d^y in the employment of 
" printers and newsmen, and in the temptation 
." thus afforded to multitudes of readers to ab- 
" sent themselves from public worship, and to 
" frequent public houses, but also in conse- 
" quence of many of such papers giving cur- 
- " rency to principles which are manifestly dis- 
" loyal, seditious, and profane, without the 
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" possibility of your Petitioners exercising any 
" discrimination in their distribution, 

" Your Petitioners therefore most respeet- 
H fully and earnestly entreat yemr Ho~ 
" nourable House to adopt such mea- 
" sures for the suppression of tbe evil 
" in question, as to your Honourable 
" House may seem most 



This Petition was signed by above seventy 
of tbe most respectable individuals of the trade, 
whose addresses were subjoined. 

It is already known to the public that the 
Honourable Member who* on the 96th May 
,18ti0, presented the. above Address to the 
House of Common* (the Honourable Mr. 
Courtenay), greatly surprised the Petitioners, 
as well as all those who were in fevoar of the 
Petition, by making a speech in direct op- 
position to it; reminding us of Don Swift's 
remark upon " the unfortunate Dn Sheridan, 
." who' 9 (says the Dean), " by mere chance-wpd- 
" ley shot his own fortune dead by a single 
" te&t" Certainly, if any speech was ever 
calculated to defeat tbe object of a Petition, it 
was that which Was delivered when this Peti- 
tion was presented; and, although no impu- 
tation of intentional hostility, much less of di- 
rect desertion, is intended to be conveyed, it 
cannot but be regretted that (since the senti- 
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toeftte of the Honourable Member who under- 
took to deliver this Petition* had sustained a 
change between the moment Of receiving, and 
of presenting, it) he did Hot apprise the Peti* 
tioaefft, ot some of thei* numerous and respctetr 
abte frierids) both in and out of Parliament* 
that such was the feet* in whith case it might 
have been consigned to other band*) and at 
least a more favourable hearing have been se- 
cured fof its object- Not only, however, was 
a Speech delivered in direct opposition to the 
Petition, but it was unexpectedly presented at 
an early period of the day, without amy pre- 
vious notice to that effect; in consequence of 
which* none of the friends of the measure were 
m attendance) who might either have advocated 
its object, or answered its opponents; and Ah 
unfavourable impression was consequently ex- 
cited in the House* which did not property be* 
long bitter to the catise which was in hand* Qr 
tie the Otgect of those who espoustod it ** 

Only a single opponent, indeed, appeared 
m tho House of Commons (Mr* Lamb ton)* the 
priftcipal scope of Whose Objections .went to 

* The ifieonvententte of a fast impression being formed 
in haste, upon incorrect information, or insufficient premises, 
is well described by Addison : " It is vfcry natural,'* says he, 
* t6 tafeD for otfr #hdfe lives, a light iinpressitfn of a thing, 
« whfcb, at fir*t* feH fetS tttltehpt with U9, for Mint Of 
u &unfanfi»ih."~.Speat. No. $34* 
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what he was pleased to term the hypocrisy of 
the Petitioners! his observation having been, 
that he had " heard such hypocritical cant 
" with the utmost disgust" I have looked in 
vain for any evidence of " hypocrisy " or "cant" 
in this Petition, and perhaps others have done 
the same, with no better success: nay, it 
may perhaps be asserted, without the fear of 
contradiction, that, until it can be shewn that 
a desire to obey the laws of God and man, to 
attend divine worship, and to enjoy one day 
of rest in the seven, is so much hypocrisy and 
cant, the remark which was made upon this oc- 
casion must be considered as a gratuitous as- 
sumption, uncalled for by the occasion, and 
resting upon no solid foundation whatever. 
Without intending any thing disrespectful or 
offensive in any quarter, may it not 'be ques- 
tioned whether the charge of "hypocrisy" will 
not more properly attach to every member of 
the Establishment who (notwithstanding his 
baptismal profession, of renouncing the world 
and its vanities) openly neglects the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath, absents himself from 
public worship, lives in the neglect of the 
holy sacrament, and publicly derides those 
who are not disposed to pursue a similar course? 
At all events, it becomes every one to be 
. cautious how he ventures upon imputations of 
" cant" and " hypocrisy," in those cases where 
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he would do better to answer the arguments, 
rather than to impugn the motives, of those 
who may very conscientiously, and perhaps 
very innocently, differ with himself. " Mock- 
" ery and ridicule," says Dr. Paley, " fall within 
" the mischief of the law which forbids the 
" profanation of God's name. The mind re- 
" jects with indignation every attempt calcu- 
" lated to degrade or deride subjects which it 
" never recollects but with seriousness and 
" anxiety. Nothing but stupidity, or the most 
" frivolous dissipation of thought, can make 
even the inconsiderate forget the supreme 
importance of every thing which relates to 
the expectation of a future existence. Whilst 
" the infidel: mocks at the superstitions of the 
" vulgar, insults over their credulous fears, 
" their childish errors, or fantastic rites, it does 
" not occur to him to observe, jthat the mopt 
" preposterous device by which the weakest 
" devotee ever believed he was securing the 
" happiness of a future life, is more rational 
" than unconcern about it Upon this subject, 
" nothing is so absurd as indifference — no folly 
" so ; contemptible as thoughtlessness and le- 
" vity."— Mor. Phil, book v. . chap. 9. 

Another allegation of the same honourable 
opponent was, that " most of these publications 
" are so conducted as to promote moral as well 
" as political information;", and that he 'M&e&v 
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"of none that taught seditious doctrines/' In 
reference to newspaper mo**iity , where, it may 
be asked, are the evidences of its existence? 
It is true that the Editor of our first Sunday 
Paper, the Sunday Monitor (who died by his 
own hands), did profess to give a short moral 
essay, such as it was, as a kind of external ho- 
mage to virtue, at a time when the profeaation 
of the Sabbath by newspapers waa yet new in 
this Christian country ; but what, eve© in his 
Paper (perhaps the best), was the illustration 
of his essay ojiethiosP-rrA detail of weekly po- 
litic*, foreign and domestic ; a trial for adultery 
4>r incest ; an account of a boxing- match or a 
bull^bait; the plot of a mew comedy ; the par- 
ticulars of a vecpnt duel, or the details of the 
last ho* S6«i«ee. 

With regard to the inoffensive .character of 
the more modem Papers, would) the. Honourable 
Member r^fer us to Dueksttfs Dispatch, Thel- 
wall's Ghampiom, the Sunday Observer, Hunt's 
EKarauner, or Wooier'sfiaztitte, for 4( political in- 
44 formation? " And can be conscientiously say 
that we shall not be in ukuiger of twallowing 
tihe »ost pe*oici(^is fidsehoodsjon each sucoeed- 
ing Sabbath, under ^snch teaching as this? Can 
he deny that 'these Papers and others "teach 
" sedition! doctrines? " Let hi as patiently re- 
view the few instances I hav» collected, and 
orasider the many -mane which might.be ad- 
duced, of which the town rings, and which are 
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increasing both in number mm! nsalignity, and 
then let him s*y whether, if these be not evtoj 
tious doctrines, language has not lost the.mean- 
ing we onoe attached to it. Notwithstanding 
however, (tot the political character of these 
Papers was faithfully exhibited, the newsmen 
have surely been hardly dealt with, when they 
have been represented as meddling with politic*. 
The faet is, they merely wish to be sawed by 
the Legislature from the necessity of violating 
its own laws. They do, indeed, alledget <to*t; 
being able to make no selection, And exercise 
po discrimination, they are at f resent necessa- 
rily vending sedition, Uaaphemy, and libels 
every Sabbathrdqjr ; : feat this i$ merely collates*! 
argument, nor do they intend it for the whole 
of their case : their main object ia to be enabled 
to ob^ the law of God-~to go to church with 
their wives, children, apprentices, and fomm* 
tics, and to keep holy- the Sabbath-day; which* 
unless they choose to relinquish agreat part of 
their business, they cannot do upon the {present 
system. It may opt, perbap$, be generally 
known, that the dissemination of the matter 
futnished by the daily ftfess is accomplished 
through the industry of men who employ f. 
very considerable capital in their work ; of late 
years the increase of Sunday Newspapers has 
been such, that, oman average, it now forms* 
fifth part of this business, and with many, a 

2 
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much larger proportion; so that some news- 
venders, by the labour of that day alone, are 
enabled to support themselves in comparative 
idleness the other six, the profit on most of 
the Sunday Newspapers being considerably- 
larger than on the daily ones. Now, all that 
the respectable part of the trade ask of Parlia- 
ment is, that it may neither be permitted to 
them or to others to derive advantage from the 
commission of a public crime. They volun- 
tarily offer to sacrifice a fifth of the income 
derived from this source, as a test of their 
own sincerity, provided that rail may fare alike, 
and the whole Sunday trade be abolished ; but 
should they - now abandon their share of it, 
without legislative protection, it is clear that 
the public evil wi)l remain the same, since 
others will of course be found to occupy their 
places. Neither would it f be merely the loss of 
the Sunday trade to the Petitioners : since 
those persons who might not care to have two 
accounts, both with a weekly and Sunday 
newsman, and . more especially those who 
might not estimate the motives of conscience 
which had led •» to the relinquishment .of. this 
branch of bv&iness, are /very likely to bestow 
their daily favours upon men who are not in- 
fluenced by such scruples with regard to the 
Sabbath as appear to them unintelligible or 
absurd. 



j. 
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I now proceed to offer a few observations 
upon the remarks with which the Newsmen's 
Petition was received in the House of Lords ; 
and here I can neither deny my humble 
tribute of applause to Lord Keny on, the 
Nobleman who presented the Petition, nor 
to Earl Grosvenor, who supported it. If the 
former excellent and amiable man, who first 
stood forward in this cause, as he is ever ready 
to stand forward in every other, where the 
interests of religion and virtue are at stake, 
added, by such conduct, another jewel to that 
coronet which his revered and upright father 
had acquired by a long life of honourable and 
virtuous exertion; surely the respected Peer 
who also protested (and not for the first time) 
against this pernicious system, reflected no less 
lustre on that long line of ancestry, of which 
he is such a distinguished ornament. If other 
respectable members of that illustrious House 
did not concur in opinion with these Noble- 
men, I cannot doubt that such circumstance is 
to be referred to their having either arrived at 
their conclusions without having had sufficient 
time for reflection, or sufficient information for 
their guidance; assured as I am, that if a pro- 
per case can once be established against this 
traffic, no man in honourable society, . and 
much less any one of their Lordships, would 
lend the countenance of his name or character to 
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uphold it for an instant. I shall at the same time 
be pardoiaed if I venture, with all the deference 
which the occasion demands, to examine the 
principal observations which, on this occasion, 
were made against the object of the Petitioners. 
In the first place, it was asserted by a Nohle- 
itoan, who is commonly in the habit of acting 
with the Opposition (Lord Holland), that 
" politics had more to do with the matter than 
" religion ;" and that " the objection of the 
" Petitioners went as strongly to the political 
" principle* as to the diffusion of Newspapers 
" on the Sunday." The best answer to this im- 
putation was, perhaps, made by the Nobleman 
whom I have already mentioned as having long 
opposed the system of Sunday Newspapers. 
After stating that his original opinion, that 
these papers ought to be entirely suppressed, 
remained unchanged, his Lordship observed, 
that, ".Whether the principles they promul- 
" gated were loyal or disloyal, was not now 
" the question before the House; but that the 
" true question was, whether such publications 
" did not inevitably, and necessarily, lead to the 
" destruction of morals and religion, of which 
" feet he himself could entertain no doubt.'* 
Surely this is to take both a statesman-like 
and Christian-like ground- The great question 
is, whether this is a moral evil? If it be, let 
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it not form a consideration with enlightened 
legislators, whether one or another party in 
politics nifty find its interest in supporting or 
opposing it ; but let ft be at once abolished by 
ttoe great conservators of public morals, and 
religion; not because any particular admi- 
nistration might be either benefited or injured 
by the system; but because, While it is in 
operation, the morals of all classes are sensibly 
affected by its influence, and the paramount 
interests of religion are suffering more exten- 
sively than can ever be repaired or remedied 
by the best and wisest efforts of human legis- 
lation. To take, however, for a moment even, 
the lower ground of politics, it will not surely 
be contended by the loudest advocate for the 
continuance of these Papers, that any thing, 
and every thing, may be published at the dis- 
<5Teti6n of their Editors; and if so, it surely 
lies upon such advocates to shew that most of 
these Papers have not long since overstepped 
the line of demarcation which separates liberty 
from licentiousness, and free discussion from 
factious and inflammatory excitement. If he 
cannot shew this, Is it fit that such provoca- 
tives should be published at all? and is it not 
monstrous that they should be published on 
the Sabbath, when at least (to use the language 
of Mr. Burke) " one day's truce ought to be 

i tf ■' 
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" allowed to the dissentions and animosities of 

• * » * 

" mankind * ?" 

Is it consistent with reason or common 
sense, that while even the Theatres, corrupt as 
they are in other, respects, are under strict 
restraint, and are not suffered to become, in 
any degree, the vehicles of democracy, and the 
organs of sedition, these Papers should go 
forth without control, and find their way into 
almost every house, where they are to poison 
the minds, and corrupt the hearts, of thousands? 
Let not the illustrious patrons of the Sunday 
press imagine that they are uninterested in the 
decision of this question ; let them rather be 
assured, that if once the profligate compilers 
of these Newspapers succeed in exciting gene- 
ral discontent, and arraying the bad passions 
of the many against the envied condition of 
the few, the friends and advocates of these 
Papers will fare no better than those of their 
illustrious colleagues, who may take a different 
view of the subject. The quarrel of these 
factious scribes is with wealth, and rank, and 
respectability, as such; and all the privilege 
which their noble friends can reasonably ex- 
pect, will be merely that of being devoured 
last. There are no tender sympathies, or yearn- 
ings of nature, in revolutionists of the week- 

* Burke's Rerolution, p. 14, third edition, 1790. 
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• 
day, and still less in those of the Sabbath 

their only inquiry will be (to advert again to 
the expressive language of Burke), how their 
patrician patrons are " likely to cut up, and 
how they tallow in the cawl, and on the 
kidneys." A sense, then, of their common in- 
terests, and an apprehension of their common 
danger, might surely teach the distinguished 
friends of such hazardous lucubrations as these* 
that the enemies of God and his law can neves 
be very hearty allies of the aristocracy ; and 
that the patronage of such men, and of their 
opinions, is (to say the least in its discredit) 
the result of a narrow and short-sighted policy. 
This disposition of certain reasoners to re- 
fer the grievance of Sunday Newspapers to an 
affair of politics, and to suppose that the op- 
ponents of. such a system must be necessarily 
the opponents of the Opposition, is much to 
be regretted. It is, however, difficult for 
those who are constantly in the habit of view-: 
ing almost all subjects through a particular 
medium, to abstain from referring every thing 
to a prominent hypothesis. " No man," says 
Dr. Johnson in his Life of Milton, " forgets 
" his original trade : the rights of nations, and 
" of kings, sink into questions of grammar, if ' 
" grammarians discuss them." And might he 
not have added, the interests of nations and of 
kings sink into questions of party, when peli- 

i S 
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tkiatie discuss them? I have said, this dispo- 
sition is unfortunate: it is so, because it is 
likely to have an adverse influence on the de-t 
titfion of this important subject, if either tbq 
Government, 6r those who are commonly op- 
posed to them, cannot consent, in discussing 
it, to wave what is manifestly secondary and 
subordinate in the question, and examine it 
upon great moral and national grounds. 

The political abuses of the Sunday Newspaper 
system are clearly only the subsidiary branches 
of the argument ; that those abuses are great, 
and ought to be corrected, is indeed asserted, 
because it can be proved ; but if those abuses 
had never existed, and if the Sunday Papers had 
been as loyal as they have been seditious, 
every true Christian, and I will add, every 
consistent member of the Church of England^ 
would still protest against the system, as ofv 
posedl to the divine commands, derogatory to 
the interests of religion, offensive ta public de* 
cenoy, ai*jl injurious to public meuals. The dssK 
lpyafoy of these Papers, then, i& not the major, 
but the minor of the argument ; die main ob*. 
jection is to the gross immewrility and peril, of 
publishing Sunday Newspapers (whatever be 
thei? political principles) in a nation #f pcofoss- 
iftg Christiana ; but if any opponent of those 
Papers dim afao prove* that they «*»> in addi- 
tion, the hot-beds of faGtian apd dehvDcraey, it 
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is surely competent to him to do so, without it* 
beiqg fairly imputed to him that his design is of 
a political nature or that he wishes to take away 
(even if h$ could) a single vote from the Op- 
position side of either House of Parliament. It 
appears to roe, that, in reference to such an 
argument, the observation of Lord Grosvenor, 
already noticed, applied with great force and 
propriety. 

It does not indeed occasion much surprise, 
that certain persons who take the lead on the 
Opposition side in both Houses of Parliament 
should oppose the measure in question, since the 
liberty of the press, and the freedom of opinion, 
are points and rightly so, of popular interest. 
While, however, the greater and higher aspect 
of the qijestion can be shewn tp be totally dis- 
tinct from all merely party interests, no party 
feeling should be permitted to mix with it; and 
it becomes well worth the consideration of 
those who would be regarded as the political 
friends of the nation, how far the continuance 
of thi$ practice is really to the advantage of 
the nation. 

Another objection in the Upper House was, 
that the Petitioners, and thpse who thought 
with them, were unworthy of attention, i^as T 
much a$ they were " rightw* mwmucfu" J 
am not dwut.to fatigue my i£»4$ra, tesrapi pr 

unlearned, with ^ body of tfaptogUftl com- 
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nient; but I think it may safely be asserted, 
that no text of Scripture has been less under- 
stood, or more perverted, than that which was 
thus quoted; and I apprehend, that if the Noble* 
man who quoted it on this occasion (the Earl 
of Lauderdale) had ever consulted the power* 
Ail authorities of the first Biblical critics, 
which are collected together on this passage 
by the laborious Pole, in his Synopsis Criti- 
corum, he would have been of opinion, that 
the text deserved almost any other sense than 
that which he has endeavoured to make it 
speak. I do not indeed impute to that illus- 
trious individual, that he stands alone in the 
use to which he has put this text, since there 
has been hardly a reasoner, of any period, whose 
object was to shew that religion was either an 
unnecessary or an injurious thing, who has not 
resorted to a similar interpretation of the same 
passage of Scripture. It probably has not oc- 
curred to the Noble Lord, or to some others 
who have made this quotation before his time, 
that the text in question stands in close con- 
nexion with the following passage: " Be not 
"overmuch wicked — neither be thou Jbolkh ;' 
and surely, while such a dissuasive from sin 
and folly is found in this immediate context, 
the wise and pious writer must have intended 
any thing rather than to recommend irreligion, 
or to apologize for Sabbath- breakers. What 
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then does he appear to have intended ? To dis- 
suade us from placing religion in. external du- 
ties ; in sanctimonious or enthusiastic observ- 
ances; and in pharisaical forms, or supersti- 
tious austerities; to deter us from taking up 
the shadow of divine truth for the substance, 
or carrying to an excessive and undue length, 
that sort of righteousness which was professed 
by the ancient worshippers, under the law, or 
by their descendants, the votaries of the Church 
of Rome. It was not against righteousness itself, 
or against any modification or extent of that 
divine principle, that we were cautioned ; since 
it is the uniform aim and object of the Word 
of God, to recommend, and inculcate, its vast 
importance, and its indispensable necessity; 
but it was against that kind of righteousness 
we were cautioned, the smallest portion 6f 
which is to be " righteous overmuch." To 
suppose the possibility of a man being really 
too good, would be a contradiction in terms, 
a perfect solecism, which must not be charged 
upon that divine volume, whose unequivocal 
declaration is, that " without holiness no man 
" shall see the Lord "—and that " into heaven 
" nothing that defileth shall enter/' It would 
be a reflection on the whole of Christianity, 
which calls upon us to " deny ourselves "—to 
" take up our cross daily "—to " mortify the 
" deeds of the flesh/' and " to be perfect as 
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" our Father which is in heaven is perfect" 
To he " righteous overmuch/' in the sense 
which certain interpreters would attach to the 
words, is clearly impossible; for no man era 
be too righteous under the moral; law, which 
requires universal and perpetual obedience, and 
condemns the transgressor of one command* 
ment who would justify himself by his. obe- 
dience, as the violator of the whole decalogue; 
neither can any one be too righteous under the 
Gospel dispensation, because, although such a 
system renounces all merit in human works as 
means of justification before God, it is still 
that system, above all others* which requires 
obedience as the evidence and test of faith; 
and which eminently provides for the obe* 
dience it demands by the promise of spiritual 
aid tp all who seek it. 

This view of the passage is in harmony 
with the comment given upon it by Dr. Mant 
(now Bishop of Killaloe), in his recently publ- 
ished Bible, where he observes* "This ex* 
" pression must by no means be understood as 
" a caution against being too good, since no 
" man can possibly be. good enough, or can 
" use sufficient endeavours to become so," 

The same Nobleman who thus protested 
against the evil of being " righteous over- 
" much," adverted to the importance qf the re- 
venue* a* opposed to the .abolition of Sunday 
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Newspapers; but. a* this point has been ex- 
amined already, I shall merely observe upon it 
in this place, that there appears a curious in* 
consistency in an Opposition Peer, who has 
been often apprehensive of out being taxed 
" overmuch," now availing himself of such an 
argument, as the produce of a particular tax, 
against suppressing an evil upon which that 
tax is levied. 

Another view of the subject, taken by 
the same individual, was, that " as the Sun* 
'< day Papers are not actually printed on the 
" Sabbath, the Petitioners should have prayed 
" that no Monday Paper should be printed 
" 011 the Sunday, in order to be consistent 
"with themselves." The answer to this ap+ 
pears very sample: 1st, To assert that the 
Sunday Papers are not printed on the Sabbath, 
i& to beg a question which cannot be con- 
ceded, consistently with a due regard to the 
truth. $dly, Thete is no necessity for a single 
Monday Paper being printed on the Sunday, 
and consequently no excuse for its being so 
printed : for, if the daily Papers of Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, 
are notoriously composed and printed on. the 
utorhing days which precede those several days; 
what good reason can be. asaigned why th# 
daily Paper of Monday cannot ateo. be com- 
posed and: printed on the preceding working 
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day. of Saturday, without interfering in any 
degree with the Sabbath? Here, then, is ano- 
ther question begged, viz. that the Mon- 
day's Paper must be prepared on the Sab* 
bath, and this for the purpose of shewing 
that the Petitioners against Sunday Papers 
ought also to have petitioned against Monday 
Papers being printed on the Sabbath : but un- 
less it can be [shewn that there is a physical 
necessity for working on the Sabbath, in order 
to supply the wants of Monday, there could 
have been no moral obligation on the Peti- 
tioners to encumber their case with any such 
irrelevant matter. 3diy, The great scandal 
against which these Petitioners, and the coun- 
try at large, are raising their voices, is the dis- 
tribution and diffusion of secular politics on 
the day of sacred rest, to the destruction of all 
devotional feeling in most cases, and of public 
worship itself, in many. Not all the printing 
of the Monday Papers on the Sabbath, even if 
it must necessarily take place (which necessity, 
however, is respectfully denied), can at all be 
compared with so flagrant an evil, as the open 
and public profanation of the Sabbath, which 
is effected by the dispersion of the Sunday 
Papers; nor ought such a consideration to 
have the effect of diverting our attention for a 
moment from what is the gist of the Peti- 
tioners' case, and the gravamen of their com* 
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plaint Let no man — much less any Christian 
man — permit his eyes to be taken off from the 
real evil in question, by points of compara- 
tively secondary importance, which have little 
or nothing to do with the business in hand. 
Let it be even, for the sake of argument, ad* 
mitted that the Monday Editors are in fault, 
how does this excuse the Sunday Editors? In 
no way, unless it can be shewn, that in esta- 
blishing a minor crime against one offender, we 
exculpate or justify a greater crime in another 
offender* The offences, although of the same 
class, are essentially distinct; and the attempt 
to incorporate them is illogically to confuse a 
simple argument by the introduction of matter 
with which it is unconnected. 

I trust it will not be considered, that I 
have examined too freely the arguments with 
which the Petition of the Newsmen was met 
in the House of Lords; and I am induced to 
hope, that I shall be excused, even by the last- 
mentioned Nobleman, whose observations £ 
have more particularly considered, since he 
concluded those remarks by a declaration, that 
his " sober wish was, {h*t the matter of the 
" Petition should be well canvassed. 9 * Tbfe 
writer intends no frivolous compliment when 
he expresses his conviction, that there is no one 
in that illustrious House whose opinions are 
more worthy of the most respectful attention. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Appeal io toll prdft&sing Christians. 

I coMtotift by earnestly appealing to "all 
" who call themselves Christiana," to reflect on 
the moral and politic*! consequences of Sun- 
day Newspapers, and not to rest until, by their 
public and private exertions, they shall have 
amoved this reproach from a Christian land. 

The Members cff the Establishment, in par- 
ticular, can, and may, do much in this cause. 
With *Wha« consistency call any man of pro- 
fessedly orthodox principles, whether in re- 
ligion or 'politics, enddurage midi a syttem by 
taking in, and suffering 4iis family to read, a 
Sunday Newspaper? Let him review the ar- 
guments which httve been adduced, and he 
will stlfefy see <£tt*e «& abandon a practice 
Which mast tfaoft <sease to •«*!«*, if the public 
oould be indue** <*o feel alight »pt>n Its nature 
and consequences, 

Let the ftfbgistraey, in ; particular, 'Corisidef 
the scandal «f pfonkrthig <ftie> Violation 6f the 
Sabbath by <ti»eip own example and influence, 
a&d they will be no longs* obliged to stfbttiit to 
the affront which a patt^ magistrate not long 
since experienced, when, on an frrfbrmatfiofl 
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being laid before him against a person for 
selling paihphlets on the Sabbath, he was re- 
minded by the party accused, that he himself 
took in the Sunday Newspaper! 

Let those persons (above all) who make any 
more particular profession of religion than the 
generality of mankind, consider the gross and 
palpable contradiction which exists between 
their profession and their practice, if they can 
consent to encourage such a traffic as thiB. If 
any argument were wanting of the possibility 
of self-deception, and of the frequency of a 
formal, worldly, and hypocritical spirit, I ap- 
prehend it would be found in the bwful fact, 
of a professor of religion venturing to meddle 
with such "pitch" as this, and still hoping, 
perhaps believing, that he is not " defiled*" 
It is possible that many may be offended by 
such " plainness Of speech" as this; but can 
any writer, who feels for the honour of his 
Master, and the credit of religion, consent to 
speak smooth things to any single individual, 
who, professing to serve and love God, com- 
mits, notwithstanding, on every succeeding 
Sabbath, so plain an taffence against an express 
commandment, to the peril of his own souJ, 
and the souls of all who are thus engaged by 
his money and example to continue in such an 
unhallowed occupation ? Is it possible that any 
man who would be even thought a Christian, 
2 
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can deliberately put the inconsiderable gratifi- 
cation of his Sabbath politics and news, in 
competition with the best interests, perhaps 
with the salvation, of his fellow-creatures? 

I am persuaded that: the ministers of the 
Gospel, both in and out of the Establishment, 
would do well to lift up their voice more point- 
edly on this occasion. Is it conceivable, that 
the Barrows, Sherlocks, and Tillotsons, or the 
Doddridges, Flavels, and Baxters of a former 
age, would have endured such a state of things 
as we have lived to witness, without a public, 
and may. I not add, an effectual protest against 
such an abomination? With regard to Dis- 
senters in particular, they have surely less ex* 
cuse than their brethren of the Establishment, 
for conniving at the spirit of the world, in this 
particular, since their very profession, if it mean 
any thing, does more or less imply greater 
practical seriousness and strictness, than are 
ordinarily supposed to fall to the share of a 
regular establishment— the necessary presump- 
tion which a separation involves, being, that 
if the regular and prescribed forms of religion 
observed in, that Establishment, had been 
deemed by Separatists sufficient for the culti- 
vation and conservation of vital godliness, 
they would not unnecessarily have departed 
from its pale. 
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The open confession of Dr. Watts, in re* 
ference to the Sabbath, appears to leave the 
Dissenting readers of Sunday Newspapers with- 
out excuse. The length of the arguments to 
which I allude prevents my doing more than 
refer my readers to his admirable Sermon " on 
" the Lord's Day ; " being the fiftieth Sermon, 
in his printed works, 7 volumes [Leeds] ; and 
to his " Discourse on the Perpetuity of a Sab* 
" bath, and the Observation of the Lord's 
" Day," in Vol. III. of the same edition ; as also 
to the concluding part of his Discourse on 
" the divine Commission of St. Paul," con- 
tained in Vol. II. of that edition. With the 
same object I refer my Dissenting readers to 
Chapter VII. part 4, sect. iv. of Baxter's 
Saint's Rest, which is conclusive on the same 
important subject: to which may be also 
added, the testimony of Flavel, in the second 
volume of his folio works, p. 407. I do not 
advert to the many proofs which may be ex* 
tracted from the works of Doddridge to the 
same point, nor to those of the best, the most 
judicious, and most learned Puritans, who have 
written on the Sabbath, since the task of reference 
would be endless. Indeed, there is not an or- 
thodox Dissenter, of ancient or modern times, 
who has not so expressed himself on the duties 
of the Sabbath, and the peril of its violation, 
as would not fully equal, if not exceed, the 
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testimony for its observance, which I have al- 
ready adduced from another source. 

Let us hope that all our Dissenting brethren 
will not only abstain from giving occasion to 
the enemies of the common faith, in lending 
their individual patronage to the system of 
Sunday Newspapers, but that they will, as '& 
body,; answer to the high hopes entertained of 
them by all real Christians, who form a part 
of the Establishment, by acting in concert 
with those persons who would wipe off this re- 
proach from our Christian country. The ex- 
ertions of the Dissenters, on some important 
occasions, have been at once honourable to 
themselves, advantageous to religion, and be- 
neficial to the nation. They have been neither 
slow to feel, nor backward to interpose, when 
the civil and religious liberties, I will not say 
of their own communion, but of the country 
at large, appeared to be in danger, and a ge- 
neral movement has, on such occasions, taken 
place among their ranks, however widely scat- 
tered over the face of the nation, which has 
been felt and respected at the seat of action in 
the metropolis, has attracted the attention of 
the Legislature, and been crowned with the 
most abundant success. Let them again lay 
their hand upon the national altar, and pour in 
Petitions from' every quarter against this fla- 
grant and increasing evil. Let all feelings of 



Clergy of every Denomination. 131 

political party be absorbed in the overwhelm- 
ing conviction, that every professor of religion, 
every friend of morality, every lover of order, 
every good subject, every faithful husband, 
dvery affectionate father, ; every kind master, 
has an evident interest in vindicating the ho- 
nour of God by removing the foul insult which 
is publicly offered to his day, his worship, and 
his people, by the profanation of the Sabbath. 
Let Societies be formed, both in and out of 
the Establishment, in reference to this single 
object, which may collect and disperse inform- 
ation respecting it ; and, as Mr. Burke recom- 
mends, " when bad men combine, let good 
%€ men associate." 

Let the Clergy of every denomination assert 

the honour of their divine Master, and leave 

fcvery member of their congregations without 

excuse who shall continue to encourage such a 

traffic as this. M - Let the priests, the ministers 

" of the Lord, stand between the porch and the 

'" altar, and let them Say, Spare thy people, G 

" Lord, and give not thine heritage to re- 

" preach." .'••>■'■" 

1 ' Let the Females of every family protest, in 

their less ostentatious, but not less efficient, 

sp'here, against this practice! Forward as they 

are in every work of piety and charity, of mercy 

and benevolence, let them not be backward 

here. Their influence m every family, however 

k 2 
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privately exercised, is deservedly powerful, and 
not perhaps the less powerful, because exerted 
without display, and with that gentleness and 
meekness which find their way to the heart, and 
affect the conduct of objectors, who might 
never have patience to consider a more public 
appeal to their reason, or might be only stirred 
to opposition by any attempts which wear the 
appearance of controversy. Let an humble 
and unassuming -female learn, that by inducing 
the father of her youth, or the husband of her 
bosom, to cast a Sunday Newspaper out of bis 
house, she may perhaps be eventually found to 
have been the instrument of having saved a 
soul, and occasioned joy in heaven. It will be 
grateful and refreshing to the rougher labour- 
ers in this field of duty, if they should find 
that our.modern Ruths are willing to partake, 
and to sweeten, the common toil: when we 
consider what their agency has effected in the 
religious and benevolent institutions of the 
day, we feel more than ever that " the battle is 
" not to the strong/' It was a feeble instru- 
mentality that was employed when Esther and 
Deborah were selected as the deliverers of 
Israel; and who knows but that while even 
" out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
" God hath ordained strength," he may still 
be pleased to f>ut honour upon the meanest and 
weakest vessel in our spiritual sanctuary ? Let 

4 
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none among us consider themselves dispensed 
from exertion, or resolve to lay up their talent 
in a napkin, though it be but a single talent : 
all are called upon to cast something (though 
it be but a mite) into the public treasury. — 
" It is not enough," says Bishop Hall, "for 
" us to stand gazing upon the wickedness of 
" the times, unless we endeavour to redress it." 
I have already examined many arguments 
which are in themselves of a discouraging com- 
plexion ; but there is a moral potency in every 
honest effort for the public good, the consider- 
ation of which is full- of encouragement to the 
friends of piety. What principle supplied con* 
fidence and courage to the ancient champions 
of truth, but the certainty that their cause 
was the cause of God? When Moses would 
have declined the awful responsibility to which 
he was called, how was every fear allayed, and 
every remonstrance silenced, by the divine de- 
claration, " Certainly I will be with thee!" — 
When Gideon was selected as the deliverer of 
the chosen race, and was led to ask, " Where- 
" with shall I save Israel? behold, my family is 
" poor, and I am the least of my father's house;" 
how full and conclusive was the answer he re- 
ceived : " Surely I will be with thee, and thou 
u shalt smite the Midianites as one man !" Nor 
can we well allude to this illustrious warrior, 
without adverting to one particular fact in the 
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history of his achievements which appears to 
bear upon the case before us. He had at first 
intended to take no fewer than forty-two thou- 
sand combatants, in order to ensure the success 
of his cause. He .was, however, directed tor 
reduce this number, and the reason assigned 
by the Almighty was, " lest Israel vaunt them- 
" selves against me, saying, Mine own hand 
" hath saved me." He obeyed the direction, 
and found himself only at the head of ten 
thousand men ; but this was still deemed too 
great a number, and he was further command* 
ed to reduce this host to three hundred. We 
know the result : the battle was the Lord's—? 
and the victory . was complete. Now, if We 
had even this reduced number on our side, 
should we, therefore, fear the result, when we 
" know in whdm we have believed?" :1s any 
one disposed to object that these were miracles? 
It is at once admitted that they .were — and let 
the objector,, if;. such there be, enjoy the full 
benefit of the admission. If, however, the ex- 
traordinary operations of th^Spirit have ceased, 
his ordinary agency undoubtedly remains the 
same. The promise is still /Sure.: "• V Lo, , , I am 
" with you always, even, u&to the. end of the 
** world." It is still demonstrated tjlat. jthe 
Almighty is constantly pleased to work by hu- 
man instrumentality, and at ill certain/ that it is 
only, as He is pleased to give the increase,/ that 
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any blessing can descend even upon the plant- 
ing of Paul or the watering of Apollos. This 
consideration, then, while it is calculated to 
reduce all human exertions to their proper level, 
is equally adapted to vindicate their proper 
rank. In themselves they are nothing, and can 
effect nothing; but by the divine blessing upon 
them, they may move a world. 

Above all, let those who have learnt to 
pray, remember what the country expects of 
them. If prayer without action be fatuity, 
action without prayer is infidelity. The Al- 
mighty has united every great spiritual end 
with the use of appropriate means. Those 
means are of two kinds— human agency, and 
supplication for divine assistance. Can it be 
doubted, that if the Christian v/orld were, as 
one man, to feel aright respecting the insults 
offered to the Sabbath, and to unite with a deep 
sense of past negligence, strenuous exertions 
. for the common good— can it be doubted, I say, 
that the object in view would be attained? 
And is not that object of primary importance? 
, Is it not now as true as ever, that "if, we seek 
" God he will be found of us, and if we forsake 
. " hipa, be will forsake us?" (2 Chron. xv. S.) 
. Can any violator of the Sabbath shew a dis- 
pensation from the threatening of the following 
passage; i€ , Be ye afraid of the sword ; for wrath 
u bringeth the punishments of the sword?" 
(Job, xix. 29.) Is it not equally true now as 
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of old, that the Almighty " turneth a fruitful 
" land into barrenness for the wickedness of 
" them that dwell therein?" 

I know not that I can better conclude these 
observations than by the following extract 
from Bishop Hall. 

" What should be done, then? Except we 
" would fain smart, let each man amend one ; 
" and we all live* How commonly do men 
" complain ; and yet add to this heap ! Redress 
" stands not in words. Let every man pull 
" but one brand out of this fire, and the flame 
" will go out alone. What is a multitude, but 
" a heap of unities ? The more we deduct, 
" the fewer we leave. O ! how happy were it 
" then, if every man would begin at home, 
" and take his own heart to task, and, at once, 
" be his own accuser and judge; to condemn 
" his private errors, yea to mulct them with 
" death ! Till then, alas ! what avails it to 
" talk? While every man censures, and no 
" man amends, what is it but busy trifling? 

" But, though our care must begin at our- 
" selves, it may not end there. Who but a Cain 
" is not his brother's keeper? Public persons 
" are not * so much their own, as others are 
" theirs. Who sits at the common stern, caii- 
" not distinguish betwixt the care of his own 
" safety, and his vessel's: both drown, at once; 
" or, at once> salute the haven. 
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Ye Magistrates, for in you standjall^our 
lower hopes, whom God hath, on purpose, 
in a wise appointment, set upon earth, to cor- 
rect her disorders; take to yourselves firm 
" foreheads, courageous hearts, hands busy, and 
" not partial ; to discountenance shameless 
" wickedness ; to resist the violent sway of 
" evils; to execute wholesome laws, with strict- 
u ness, with resolution. The sword of the 
" Spirit meets with such iron hearts, that, both 
it enters not, and is rebated, Lo, it appeals 
to your arm, to your aid. An earthen edge 
can best pierce this hardened earth. If ini- 
€t quity die not by your hands, we perish. 

" And, ye sons of Levi, gather to Moses, 
" in the gate of the camp. Consecrate your 
" hands to God, in this holy slaughter of vice. 
u Let your voice be, both a trumpet to incite, 
" and a two-edged sword to wound and kill. 
u Cry down sin, in earnest ; and thunder out of 
" that sacred chair of Moses; and let your lives 
" speak yet louder. 

" Neither may the common Christian sit 
" still, and look on in silence. I am deceived, 
" if, in this cause, God allow any man for pri- 
" vate. Here must be all actors : no witnesses. 
" His discreet admonitions, seasonable reproofs, 
" and prayers never unseasonable, besides the 
power of honest example, are expected as 
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" his due tribute to the common health. What, 
" if we cannot turn the stream ? yet, we must 
" swim against it. Even without conquest, it 
" is glorious to have resisted. In this alone, 
" they are enemies, that do nothing. " — Hall's 
Works. Decade 4. Epistle 10. Edit. 1808. 



THE END. 
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" I beg* jpardon — hope I don't intrude — but I've just drop- 
ped in to say," that on 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21st, Inst. 

I shalt appear in the metropolis in the novel character of m 
Journalist, under the title of 

» 

tfatti #r». 

" Reader, your button and your ear." Few words are best, 
is. an old adage, but Paul Pry hopes for pardon, if he bad it' 
not in* his " mind's eye' 1 whilst sketching this prospectus. 
His budget, price seven-pence, will contain all that a Sunday 
Pfeper ought to contain, and much more than will be pleasant 
arid agreeable to a great many people. It will be excessively 
funny, and abound with things that wiH puzile the most 
curious person- in the wortd to anticipate. It will be printed 
in a new and beautiful type, cast expressly for the purpose,' 
and under the superintettdance of a great unknown, assisted 

* 

by all the talent that tan be procured, for love and ihoney, 
in London. 
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Jt being well known that the proprietoi*, (ergo Paul Pry) 
is an inquisitive sort of fellow, the Public will not be sur- 
prized to find him popping in and out at places where he 
wiU prove as unexpected as unwelcome. He means to get 
at 4h* bottom of every thing. He will ferret out the secrets 
of every body. He will breakfast on scandal, dine upon 
discoveries 9 and sup upon the glorious confusion which his 
peregrinations will inevitably cause among those who can 
not prevent him from entering their doors. Faux-pas — 
Ministerial Juggling — Plots — and (he blushes to name it) 
Intrigues, will be brought before the Public, which, but for 
his " dAttA'd g*od natur'd friendship," as Sheridan has it, 
would never come to light. His Intelligence, Political and 
Domestic, will be the earliest in the metropolis, Paul Puy 
has Agents in the four quarters of the globe ; they will be 
vigilant, so li buch* $ have at ye all." With respect to his 
Politics, they will be honest, and that is saying a great deal, 
looltip&atthe m*uy. weatyej-c^ ehangea.wtaeh have take* 
place in the l^fUug spticl?* qf,9# the Stornfrfj. Eveniug, 
anjiWeekty Newspapers, during the port. jwr. , HwiiU 
nptfto aofc.flVisFAHif, Prt whether ^Wb^ W WWga m 

— wjiej*^ R\P|R»^9rd^ t: QF,.Cqmm^ns >; be pjea^ed or pptj. 
he,Yftll #w^W WPn *WShJWF .W4 *lW l^m&jfperjrcp* 

g^K^Ml^fP hin^ ki tfrtEVftyte CfWW.. : AJ?gj^tf9B,, 

ajidp^r Qi^^^Qtiffl^e^-wUljrwf^^ I93it^-w>,i»fttii 
of the vile Game Laws, or the sapient concocters uf tfa*<ntw 



Police. He will step into the Church, and likewise into 
evi»ry department of tha Executive Government of the 
Nation, and epdeavour to re-model and re-form it alto* 
getlier. He will not confine himself to the ordinary course 
of ti^ags, — he hates a jog-trot style, which marks out a 
prescribed, line of demarcation, and never goes beyond it. 
He intends to have a touch at every body, and to dabble 
in every thing, from Phrenology to Henry Hunt — from 
Steam to Robert Warren — and from Select Vestries to 
Madame Veattw; ..•■ H*#. motto will be "1 hope I don't 
intrude ;" bpt be oare&iiot 04R} farthing whether he doe* 01* 
does not. He intends, to stow no favour or aflfoctwM) for 
parties, — the prince will be treated the same as the peasant ; 
and the peasant will find (if he deserve it) the same eulo- 
gium as the prince. He will disdain a bribe, yet take no 
labor from his contemporaries without acknowledging 
the source whence he derives it. And in aid of his 
Journal, Paul Pry begs that it may be distinctly under- 
stood, he courts the assistance and co-operation of all 
men of talent; that he is ready and willing to pay (and 
liberally too) for all Original Articles supplied to his 
Journal; and hints that Communications on that head may 
be addressed to his Publisher, at the Paul Pry Office. 



*** Negociations are pending with Sir Walter Scott, 
Thomas Moore, Lieutenant-Colonel Fairman, Theodore 
Hook, Banfy Cornwall, James Kenney, Thomas Haynes 
Bayley, John Gait, Thomas Hood, Samuel Rogers, 



•1 ' •'• ' t 'A 1 •' A .'»■ ■ . 

'« / 



4 

Wm. Hazlitt, ShakeSpfectfe Ireland, — Lockh'art, Esquires, 
the Authors of Pelham, Almacks, Pen Owen, Epicharis, the 
Lost Heir, Darnley, Adventures of a King's Page, &c. &c, 

* * * 

to supply Original Essays upon given Subjects; and there- 

fore occasionally it may be expected, that the pages of Paul' 

* * * * 

Pry will revel in the "Feast of reason and the flow of soul/' 
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Orders, Advertisements, and Communications may be 
addressed (post paid), to the Paul Pry Office (pro tem.) 3 
Wellington Street, Waterloo Bridge. 
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